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New Mayor Inaugurated at Village Board Meeting
BY STEPHEN E. LIPKEN

New Larchmont Mayor Sarah Bauer con-
vened the Monday, December 5th Organization 
Meeting, with Oath of Office administered to May-
or Bauer by outgoing Mayor Lorraine Walsh; Bau-
er in turn swore in Trustee Peter Fanelli and new 
Trustee Charles Manice.  

“It’s great being here for my sixth term and 
I still am excited about being here,” Fanelli said.  
“We thank all of you for your support.”  “I’m excit-
ed to learn how to best participate, because there 
is a lot that has come before and the more I learn 
the more I realize how many people have put in 
a lot of hard work, including Lorraine,” Manice 
noted.  

Special guests attending included County 
Executive George Latimer, Legislator Catherine 

Parker, Senator Shelley Mayer and former Trustee 
Malcolm Frouman.

Next, Mayor Bauer gave 
the State of the Village Ad-
dress.  “We are very lucky to 
live in a community where so 
many residents are willing to 
step up and volunteer,” Bau-
er began.

“This year has been an-
other very busy year in the 
Village.  We are extremely 
proud of our accomplish-
ments which range from in-
frastructure, financial, envi-
ronmental, to our parks and 
Business District.   

“Starting with village 
finances, the Village adopted 

a Tax Cap Compliant Budget for the fourth year in 

a row; in addition, for the fourth year in a row, we 
did not have to apply fund balance for operation-
al expenses. We maintain our highly coveted AAA 
Bond Rating and allocated $624,000 of American 
Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) funds to repair our aging 
sanitary sewer system.  

“Since 2016, the Village has invested over $1.5 
million dollars to clean and maintain our sewer 
system with approximately $600,000 provided by 
a 40% NYS Environmental Facilities Corporation 
Reimbursement Plan... A Flood Mitigation mod-
eling project of the Pinebrook neighborhood has 
been approved by Westchester County and will 
require a 50% match by the Village...”

Green initiatives encompassed the gas-pow-
ered leaf blower ban, delivery of an electric vehicle 
for parking code enforcement and approximately 
half of the Village’s Patrol Fleet are Hybrid vehicles.

Outgoing Mayor Lorraine Walsh administers oath of office to incoming Larchmont Mayor 
Sarah Bauer

Mamaroneck Preliminary 2023 Budget Public Hearing Dominant Topic
BY STEPHEN E. LIPKEN

Mamaroneck Town Supervisor Jaine Elkind Eney 
opened the Wednesday, December 7th Town Board Reg-
ular Meeting with a Public Hearing for Preliminary 2023 
Town and Preliminary Fire District #1Budgets, noting that 
the Larchmont-Mamaroneck Joint Sanitation Commis-
sion Budget was passed. 

“On December 1st, I had the opportunity to speak 
at a Public Hearing for the Westchester County Budget.  I 
discussed funding needs from the County for our Town, 
specifically our Stormwater Drainage System to address 
flooding issues, acquire land for affordable housing and 

need for Sewer Consolidation, with County taking over this 
service,” Eney stated.

Eney then opened the Preliminary Budget Public 
Hearing, presented by Administrator Meredith Robson 
and Treasurer Tracy Yogman.  Town Goals and Budget 
Actions include capital road improvements and pool ex-
pansion; purchase of 3 “green” vehicles and grant request 
for Town-wide storm drainage study.

Another goal is to utilize a fund balance of $2.1 million 
for operations to reduce tax levy and fund balance of $3.4 
million for capital projects for future year debt savings, 
plus increase investment for capital purchases/projects 

from $8.2 million to $10.2 million.  The tax rate 
decreased by 2.88%, despite a tax levy increase 
of 2.99%.

The Public Hearing was adjourned to 
December 19th when the Budget was passed.  

Another important subject was the 
NYS Volunteer Firefighter Cancer Program.  
According to Eney, in 2019 the State man-
dated that municipalities with Volunteer 
Firefighters acquire life insurance to cover 
certain cancers, because they found a statis-
tically higher percentage of cancers in firefighters than 

the general population.
“This mandated insurance covered cer-

tain types of cancers,” Eney said.  “A physical 
was required and the firefighters had to serve 
at least five years. We found that we could get 
insurance to cover all cancers with an addition-
al premium of $2500.” The motion passed. 

Concluding the meeting, Town Attorney 
William Maker, Jr. reminded the public that 
December 7th marks the 81st anniversary of 

the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor,  bringing Amer-
ica into World War II.                                                                

Meredith Robson

Is 2023 the Year to Make Your Move?

The process should be seamless and your decisions should 
be informed. Contact me to get started!

Licensed Real Estate Salesperson | 914.715.5093 | rebecca.daniele@juliabfee.com

Larchmont Brokerage | 1946 Palmer Avenue, Larchmont, NY

Each O�ce is Independently Owned and Operated.   
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A Collection of Works by 
Arnold Arbeit

A collection of oil on 
canvas abstract and land-
scape paintings mostly 
created in the 1960s by 
New Yorker Arnold Alvin 
Arbeit will be on display 
in the Oresman Gallery on 
behalf of his granddaugh-
ter Rachel Arbeit.

His media primarily 
consists of oil on canvas 
landscape and abstract 
paintings, but he has also 
created watercolor paint-
ings, charcoal drawings, 
sculptures, pins and cuf-
flinks. 

Notes from the artist 
reflect his thoughts on art, 
in general. 

“Someone said that 
Art is the only means upon which man transcends 
himself beyond his limitations. It is in this area 
that man can create a non-existing, non-materi-
alistic entity. Their true creativity is an artistic 
effort. There is none else.” And he also mentions 
thoughts on his specific style. He writes, “To 
achieve a cloudburst, to find the answer to a su-
perior force, to indicate the energy bursting with-
in matter. This inundating form I should like to 
achieve - nothing more, to show the potential ex-

plosive force of common forms.”
More information is available at Arnold 

Arbeit.com. The exhibit will run from Wednes-
day, January 4th to Monday, January 30th at the 
Larchmont Public Library Oresman Gallery, 121 
Larchmont Ave. A reception will be held on Friday, 
January 6th from 2-4pm.

Contact Auriyanna Melendez at 914-834-2281 
x116 or email at amelendez@larchmontlibrary.org 
if you are interested in becoming an exhibitor.

Voters Approve Mamaroneck Public 
Library Budget

Village of Mamaroneck residents vot-
ed 165 to 24 on December 14 to approve the 
2023 Mamaroneck Public Library District 
budget. Lilliana Diaz Pedrosa, Sid Albert, 
Elenita Chmilowski, Ellen Hauptman were 
also elected to serve as Trustees.

“Mamaroneck Public Library would 
like to thank those that voted in favor of 
our budget,” said Library Director Jenni-
fer O’Neill. “We work so hard for the com-
munity - we hope to reach even more peo-
ple throughout 2023 with our Centennial 
programming, and to win Best Library in 
Westchester again.” 

Mamaroneck Public Library will be-
gin renovations in 2023, with the aim of 
creating more quiet spaces and meeting 
areas, as well as expanding and moderniz-
ing the Teen Room.

Founded in 1923, the Mamaroneck 
Public Library is at the heart of communi-
ty, promoting community engagement and 
connecting people with ideas and each oth-
er to make Mamaroneck a better place to 
live.  The library offers free materials, computer 
access, classes, exhibitions, museum passes and 
more. Additionally, Mamaroneck Public Library 
has been offering new and creative programs for 
all ages – with a focus on emotional and physical 
wellness, fun and relaxation.

 Throughout 2023, Mamaroneck Public 
Library will celebrate 100 years of service to 
the community with special, decade-themed 
events all year, starting in January with the 
1920s and ending in December with the 2020s 
and beyond.

Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated.   

57 Glenn Road, Larchmont

Carole Sears

Fabulous new home in construction. Created by JAF, one of  
Larchmont’s premier builders, this 6 bedroom, 6.5 bath, 4,820 sq ft 
high-end home will feature every luxury for the discerning buyer. 

For more information on this superb new house, please contact me.

Larchmont Brokerage | 1946 Palmer Avenue, Larchmont, NY 10538

Licensed Real Estate Salesperson
M.  914.420.4345
carole.sears@juliabfee.com
carolesears.juliabfee.com
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Governor Kathy Hochul

New Unit Will Implement a Campaign Promoting Acceptance, Inclusion, 
Tolerance and Understanding of Diversity

Governor Kathy Hochul recently announced 
that the New York State Division of Human Rights 
is launching a statewide Hate and Bias Prevention 
Unit, which is charged with leading public edu-
cation and outreach efforts, serving as an early 
warning detection system in local communities, 
and quickly mobilizing to support areas and com-
munities in which a bias incident has occurred. 

"New York State will use every tool at its dis-
posal to eliminate hate and bias from our commu-
nities," Governor Hochul said. "We will not let the 
rise in hate incidents that we see happening on-
line, across the country and across the world, take 
root here at home." 

"We cannot allow ignorance, fear, and ha-
tred to damage the enormous amount of work 
we've done to move our state forward," said Lieu-
tenant Governor Antonio Delgado. "The partner-
ships that we're building within communities 
and across the state will ensure what we know 
to be true which is that love always prevails over 
hate." 

Division of Human Rights Commissioner 
Maria L. Imperial said, "Everyone - no matter what 
color they are, or who they love, or what they be-
lieve - should feel safe when they go to work, or go 
dancing, or visit a house of worship, or send their 
kids off to school.  This new unit will advance our 
mission of equal opportunity, access, and dignity 

for all in our state." 
As part of this new Unit's 

mandate, the Division is or-
ganizing 10 regional coun-
cils across the state made up 
of local stakeholders. These 
councils will provide a place 
for community members to 
share concerns, organize ed-
ucational programming, host 
hate crime prevention and 
community healing events, 
conduct trainings in conflict 
resolution, and facilitate the 
filing of complaints with the 
Division and other relevant 
agencies. The Unit also will de-
velop a rapid response team to 
assist communities affected by 
a bias or hate incident.

 The Hate and Bias Prevention Unit also will 
be responsible for establishing and implementing 
a statewide campaign promoting acceptance, in-
clusion, tolerance, and understanding of diversi-
ty, as required by legislation signed in November 
by Governor Hochul. The campaign will coordi-
nate and cooperate with public and private organi-
zations, including, but not limited to, local govern-
ments, community groups, school districts, places 

of worship, charitable organi-
zations, and foundations and 
will develop educational mate-
rials to be published on the in-
ternet, social media, and other 
platforms to reach the public. 
The Division also works with 
the New York State Police to 
educate New Yorkers on the 
State's hate crimes laws. 

The announcement 
builds upon Governor Ho-
chul's long-standing com-
mitment to combatting hate 
and violence across the state. 
The Governor announced $96 
million in state and federal 
funding to safeguard non-
profit, community-based or-

ganizations at risk of hate crimes and 
attacks; $10 million in state funding through the 
Securing Reproductive Health Centers Program 
to improve safety and security of patients and 
employees at reproductive health care centers 
and abortion services providers that may be at 
risk of crimes or attacks because of their mis-
sion, services, ideology or beliefs; and estab-
lished within the state Division of Homeland 
Security and Emergency Services a Domestic 

Terrorism Prevention Unit and directed $10 
million in state grant funds to support county 
governments as they develop domestic terror-
ism prevention plans and threat assessment and 
management teams in the wake of the horrific 
white supremist attack on the Tops Market in 
Buffalo. 

The Division annually investigates more 
than 5,000 complaints of discrimination from 
individuals across the state. The agency also has 
the authority to initiate investigations and file 
complaints alleging violations of the state anti-dis-
crimination law and last year, the Division secured 
more than $6.2 million in monetary damages for 
individuals who have experienced discrimination. 
The Division also works with the New York State 
Police to educate New Yorkers on the State's hate 
crimes laws. 

New York has the proud distinction of be-
ing the first state in the nation to enact a Human 
Rights Law, affording every citizen "an equal op-
portunity to enjoy a full and productive life." The 
New York State Division of Human Rights is ded-
icated to eliminating discrimination, remedying 
injustice, and promoting equal opportunity, ac-
cess, and dignity through enforcement of the Hu-
man Rights Law. Individuals interested in finding 
out more information or filing a complaint, visit 
the DHR website. 
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Initiative to Replace and Renovate Bridges Across the County
New York State Department of Transporta-

tion Commissioner Marie Therese Dominguez 
has announced the completion of $60.5 million 
in bridge upgrade projects to enhance safety 
and resiliency in the Hudson Valley. In West-
chester County, major construction is complete 
on a project that replaced the bridge carrying 
East Lincoln Avenue over the Hutchinson Riv-
er Parkway and Hutchinson River, enhancing 
safety, mobility and resiliency along a heavily 
traveled corridor that links the Village of Pel-
ham and City of Mount Vernon. The $48 million 
bridge replacement project was part of a larger, 
$115 million initiative to replace and renovate 
several bridges in Westchester County to im-
prove travel and resiliency.

“Under Governor Kathy Hochul’s leadership, 
New York State is making historic investments 
in infrastructure that will bring communities to-
gether, improve resiliency and keep people and 
commerce on the move throughout the 21st Cen-
tury and beyond,” Commissioner Dominguez said. 
“The project in Orange County benefits all users of 
the transportation system by enhancing the criti-

cally important Interstate 84 travel corridor and 
also providing new and improved access for hikers 
and bikers to the popular Heritage Trail. The proj-
ect in lower Westchester will bring much-needed 
resiliency to a flood-prone area while also im-
proving traffic flow and connectivity for area res-
idents.”

 The project in Westchester County replaced 
two original structures, which were constructed 
in 1925, with a with a single, two-span bridge that 
features an additional three feet of clearance to 
help reduce collisions with over-height vehicles. 
The project began in the summer of 2020 and in-
cluded the replacement of the bridge’s approach 
slabs, as well as a large culvert that carries the 
northbound Hutchinson River Parkway off-ramp 
over the Hutchinson River, which will improve wa-
ter flow and help reduce instances of flooding at 
this location. Additionally, the Hutchinson River 
Parkway at East Lincoln Avenue was reconstruct-
ed to better withstand severe weather events. 
With new traffic signals and bridge rail, this wid-
er, pedestrian-friendly bridge links residents and 
businesses along East Lincoln Avenue for daily 

commerce, work and school. While construction 
was ongoing, a temporary bridge was in place ad-
jacent to the new bridge structure to maintain the 
flow of traffic.

As part of the larger Lower Westchester 
Bridge Bundle, the State Department of Transpor-
tation is also replacing two bridges on the Saw Mill 
River Parkway over the Saw Mill River in Pleasant-
ville, and reinforcing the U.S. Route 1 bridge over 
Mamaroneck River in Mamaroneck. These proj-
ects, which focus on drainage improvements and 
the reconstruction of roadways prone to flooding, 
will enhance safety and improve the region’s resil-
iency during storm events.

Senator Shelley B. Mayer said, “Our roads 
and bridges depend on these kinds of investments. 
Thank you to Commissioner Marie Therese 
Dominguez and the Department of Transporta-
tion for making this investment in Westchester 
County.”

Assemblymember Steven Otis said, “It is 
great that Governor Hochul and NYSDOT have 
given priority to completion of these bridge proj-
ects. The New Rochelle, Pelham, Mount Vernon 

corridor will benefit from the improved bridge, 
pedestrian path and storm resiliency improve-
ments. Travelers on the Hutch will benefit from 
the increased height clearance which will improve 
safety and avoid bridge hits and traffic delays.”

Assemblymember Amy Paulin said, “The 
upgrade of these bridges is a welcome accom-
plishment for my constituents in Westchester 
County and for New Yorkers throughout the state. 
I commend our Department of Transportation for 
their diligence and hard work in the completion of 
these projects.  These upgraded bridges will add to 
the resiliency of our region and bring safe passage 
to the New Yorkers who use these heavily travelled 
routes each day.”

Westchester County Executive George La-
timer said, “Ensuring safe roadways and bridges 
is a vital governmental function. Thanks to this 
investment by New York State, Westchester Coun-
ty residents can know that this is a function their 
government takes seriously. By creating construc-
tion jobs, strengthening our infrastructure and 
protecting against future bridge strikes this proj-
ect is a major win for our County.”

Court  Sends Hampshire CC Matter Back to 
Planning Board

BY TOM MURPHY
MAYOR, VILLAGE OF MAMARONECK

The Court has sent the Hampshire Coun-
try Club matter back to the Planning Board 
for further study.

 In fact, the Court specifically stated in 
footnote 5 to the 14-page decision that it was 
denying Hampshire’s request to approve the 
project or order the Planning Board to ap-
prove the project: “The Court declines peti-
tioner’s request for this Court to make the 
determination that the plan should be ap-
proved.”

In her decision dated November 17, 2022, 
Justice Linda S. Jamieson of the New York 
State Supreme Court in White Plains ad-
dressed three issues: 

First, should the Planning Board have 
considered Hampshire’s proposal to build a 
wall to keep Cooper Avenue, which is the only 
way in and out of the site in a serious flood, 
passable in the event of a major flood, even 
though that proposal was not made until after 
the Court had ordered the review of the proj-
ect under the New York State Environmental 
Quality Review Act (SEQRA) to be completed 

and the Planning Board had done that?
Second, did the Planning Board act un-

reasonably when it determined that Hamp-
shire’s proposal to bring in 80,000 cubic 
yards of fill to the site was not consistent 
with the Village’s Flood Damage Prevention 
Regulations?

Third, did the Planning Board fail to take 
the “hard look” that SEQRA requires when it 
determined that the open space that would 
remain on the site after development, most 
of which was golf course rough, would not 
provide meaningful recreation area?

The Court concluded that the Planning 
Board should have considered Hampshire’s 
proposal for the wall, that because the Court 
did not understand the Planning Board’s 
analysis of the flood damages issues the Plan-
ning Board must not have taken a “hard look” 
at that issue and that the Planning Board’s 
decision with respect to the open space is-
sue was impermissibly based on “generalized 
community objections,” rather than reason-
able analysis. 

The Court ordered that the application 
go back to the Planning Board for further re-
view of these three issues. It also decided that 
the Planning Board should have disclosed to 
Hampshire the residence address of the Plan-
ning Board member whom the Village Ethics 
Board found to have a conflict of interest be-
cause her property adjoined the Hampshire 
property and required the Planning Board to 
disclose the residence addresses of all Plan-
ning Board members to Hampshire.

Again, the Court did not approve the 
project or order the Planning Board to ap-
prove the project. The Village Board of Trust-
ees and the Planning Board are considering 
whether to appeal. 

Latimer Launches Tobacco Free Program
Science has made it perfectly clear over the 

last 60 years that smoking is a dangerous and po-
tentially fatal habit. With that at the forefront, 
Westchester County Executive George Latim-
er has launched the Westchester Tobacco Free 
Program, a two-prong approach to lowering the 
smoking rate in the County. 

“Addiction to nicotine products has cut short 
numerous lives to lung disease, heart disease and re-
lated illnesses; has robbed other-
wise healthy individuals of their 
good health; has robbed families 
of fathers, mothers, siblings and 
other loved ones prematurely. 
That is why we are tackling the 
issue head on with Westchester 
Tobacco Free, a robust education 
and enforcement Program,” La-
timer said.

The County will fund and 
implement a robust $3 million 
dollar public education cam-
paign to all residents, high-
lighting the dangers of tobacco 
usage, offering efforts to help 
smokers quit smoking, and to 
support local community ef-
forts to reduce smoking. This 
will include a new direct grant 
Program to community-based 
non-profits directly involved in tobacco-cessation 
as part of their anti-addiction efforts, and particu-
larly those groups like local NAACP branches who 
have advocated for efforts to reduce smoking in 
communities of color.

The Program will be crafted with the assis-
tance and oversight of members of the Board of 
Legislators to ensure the County is reaching all 
smokers, regardless of their geographic or demo-
graphic status. This effort will involve our Health 
Department, Community Mental Health Depart-
ment, Youth Board and other related departments 
and offices of Westchester County Government to 

ensure its success.
The County will develop a multi-level Pro-

gram, working with state and local government 
resources to ensure improved enforcement of the 
existing Tobacco 21 age limit. Under the leader-
ship of Deputy County Executive Ken Jenkins, the 
County will convene a conference with represen-
tatives from law enforcement agencies, prosecu-
torial and judicial offices, business leaders and 

youth organization leaders to 
develop a thorough plan to make 
sure no person under the age of 
21 is able to obtain any type of to-
bacco product, which is clearly 
illegal by means of County, State 
and Federal law.

Jenkins said, “There is a 
path forward, and that path in-
cludes fighting addiction with 
all parties at the table. We need 
to identify what is necessary to 
ensure that Tobacco 21, the cur-
rent law prohibiting sales of to-
bacco to those under 21, is being 
enforced.”

History of anti-smoking 
initiatives in Westchester Coun-
ty: Ended smoking in public 
settings, including bars and 
restaurants (1996); Funded a to-
bacco-cessation education effort 

utilizing to tobacco settlement funds (1999); End-
ed all sales of tobacco products to minors under 
the age of 21 (2018). Subsequently, both the State 
of New York, and the United States, has made to-
bacco sales illegal for all who have not yet reached 
their 21st birthday.

Latimer said, “In the report of the New 
York State Department of Health [August 2021], 
Westchester County had the lowest percent of 
adult current smokers among the 62 counties, 
7.0%. However, we are not yet satisfied; we can do 
more.”

County Executive George Latimer
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Westchester County Legislative District Maps 
Redrawn

In a special meeting on De-
cember 13, the Westchester County 
Board of Legislators voted 14-2 to 
adopt new County legislative dis-
trict maps. The maps were drawn 
and amended three times through-
out the past year in consultation 
with redistricting experts from 
the Benjamin Center at SUNY New 
Paltz and through general public 
input. In total, the BOL hosted five 
public input sessions, a public hear-
ing, and allowed for comments to 
be submitted in writing, as well.

Redistricting is required ev-
ery 10 years after a new census. The 2020 U.S. 
census revealed that Westchester County’s popu-
lation had increased, putting the county over the 
one million mark for the first time in  history. Be-
cause the increase is greater in some parts of the 
County than others, the work was to readjust leg-
islative districts so that the population of each are 
as equitably split as possible. This readjustment 
ensures equal representation for all residents and 
will reflect local municipalities more accurately.

The new maps were generated to address 
areas of the County that have grown large, di-
verse populations. These new maps establish a 
Black-majority district in Mt. Vernon (CLD-13); 
Yonkers forms one minority-plurality district 
(CLD-16) and one Hispanic-majority district (CLD-
17). Expanded borders created a minority-plurali-
ty district in New Rochelle (CLD-11); and there is a 

minority-opportunity district cre-
ated in Port Chester (CLD-6).

Chairwoman Catherine Bor-
gia stated, “After over a year of lis-
tening to feedback from proactive 
and engaged voters, I am proud of 
the maps we’ve put forth. It has 
not been a simple process, but 
with community involvement, 
we’ve managed to create bound-
aries that allow communities to 
grow comfortably for the next 
ten years.”

In addition to addressing di-
versity parameters, the new maps 

make several communities whole which have 
been segmented in prior maps. These communi-
ties include the localities of Peekskill, Briarcliff, 
Sleepy Hollow, and unincorporated Greenburgh. 
Making these changes will make the respective 
districts more compact without compromising 
other redistricting parameters.

Majority Leader Christopher Johnson iterat-
ed, “A fundamental part of our democracy is mak-
ing certain that all voters are represented equally 
and fairly. Westchester’s growth in population 
and diversity demands that we increase the voting 
power for all communities through redistricting.” 
He continued, “It is my hope that Westchester 
residents see themselves reflected in those repre-
senting them in this Body.”

The newly adopted maps will go into effect in 
time for County legislative races in 2023.

BOL Chairwoman Catherine Borgia

Money Now Available to Help Eligible New Yorkers Cover Home Heating Costs
Governor Kathy Hochul 

recently announced that New 
York State has received an 
additional $63 million in fed-
eral funding that will be used 
to increase the base home 
heating assistance eligible 
households will receive. With 
the additional funding, eli-
gible homeowners and rent-
ers could receive up to $1,126 
from the Home Energy Assis-
tance Program to help keep 
their homes warm this winter 
in the face of higher energy 
costs. New York has received more than $412 
million in federal funding for HEAP this win-
ter, up from $387 million last year.

“As temperatures dip this winter, my ad-
ministration is committed to making sure all 
New Yorkers are able to heat their homes,” 
Governor Hochul said. “Through this feder-
al funding, we can help more families cover 
their energy bills and still have the money to 
pay for other household needs, like food and 
medicine. As New Yorkers face higher energy 
costs, this is a critical resource for families 
to ensure their homes are safe and warm this 
winter.”

HEAP, overseen by the Office of Tempo-
rary and Disability Assistance, is federally 

funded. The higher benefit 
levels took effect on December 
11, 2022. Eligible households 
can receive one Regular HEAP 
benefit per season with a max-
imum of $1,126, depending on 
their income, household size, 
how they heat their home and 
if the household includes a 
vulnerable family member. 
Previously, the maximum ben-
efit had been $976.

The value of the Regular 
HEAP benefits had already 
increased over last winter by 

anywhere from 14 to 33 percent, depending 
how the home is heated. This additional fund-
ing boosts those increases to between 30 and 
56 percent over last year.

Households that heat with oil, kerosene, 
or propane will now receive a base payment of 
$1,050, up from $675 last year; those that heat 
with wood, wood pellets, coal, or corn, will re-
ceive $685, up from $525 last year; and those 
that heat with electricity or natural gas will 
receive $500, up from $350 last year.

Households that received a Regular HEAP 
benefit before the higher amounts took effect 
will receive a supplemental benefit to make up 
the difference. Those supplemental payments 
are expected to be issued beginning in early 

Governor Kathy Hochul

2023. As with all HEAP payments, benefits are 
issued directly to the household’s heating ven-
dor.

Office of Temporary and Disability As-
sistance Commissioner Daniel W. Tietz said, 
“The Home Energy Assistance Program is es-
pecially important to help some of our most 
vulnerable New Yorkers keep their homes 
warm in the wintertime. Anyone who thinks 
they may be eligible should be apply as soon 
as possible so they can continue to heat their 
homes as the colder temperatures set in.” 

The U.S. Energy Information Administra-
tion anticipates significantly higher heating 
fuel prices this winter, and the National Oce-
anic and Atmospheric Administration fore-

casts slightly colder temperatures for New 
York State, underscoring the importance of 
this additional funding for HEAP.

Applications for assistance are accepted 
at local departments of social services in per-
son or by phone, with funding provided on a 
first-come, first-served basis. Residents out-
side of New York City may also apply online for 
Regular HEAP benefits.

New Yorkers that have already received a 
Regular HEAP benefit and continue to fall be-
hind on their utility bills or are running short 
of heating fuel may also qualify for a one-time 
Emergency HEAP benefit. Applications for 
Emergency benefits will be accepted starting 
on January 3, 2023.
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County Executive George Latimer

Latimer Discusses the County Budget and Issues of Concern 
to Residents

BY JANET BEAR

Westchester County Exec-
utive George Latimer addressed 
The Larchmont-Mamaroneck 
Local Summit via Zoom on 
Tuesday, December 6th, updat-
ing all on the state of the County 
budget and other issues affect-
ing Westchester residents.

Latimer began his com-
ments explaining that the 
County budget is shaped by 
many issues raised in local 
community dialogue - “This 
is democracy in action.”  The 
County provides essential ser-
vices for all residents, which 
individual communities ar-
en’t able to provide efficiently, 
including sewage treatment, 
correctional and probationary 
services (including the County 
jail), bus transportation and 
various social services.  While local communities 
provide trash pick-up, the County operates the 
transfer stations, moving the trash from a trans-
fer point to its final destination.  They also operate 
the parks system, County nature preserves, Coun-
ty pools, and golf courses.

The County budget, $2.376 billion, goes into 
effect January 1st.  The budget will result in a 
small reduction in the County portion of your local 
property tax (for the 4th consecutive year) while 
continuing to build the Reserve Fund (which has 
resulted in an improvement in the County bond 
rating).  The budget assumes a 5% inflation rate, 
doesn’t increase sales taxes and does not cut any 
major programs or services.  It fully funds the 
County police, correctional and probation depart-
ments, the health department, the County Depart-
ment of Emergency Services and on down the line. 

Latimer addressed specific questions includ-
ing the local crime rate (it’s down over the past 5 
years, but car theft incidents are up slightly in the 
past year).  Gun crime is up slightly in a handful of 
areas with gun sales robust in the northern part 
of the County but overall, the percentage of gun 
ownership Is less than in many other parts of NY.  
Because of the work of the County Corrections 
and Probation Departments, the recidivism rate is 
low.  “While the fear of crime is real…we have safe 
communities here in Westchester.”

With respect to storm water management 
(and flooding throughout Westchester County), 
Latimer supports consolidating storm water man-
agement into a County-wide district, rather than 
setting up individual (regional) districts.  The 
state and federal government must play a major 
role, since the price tag is so huge.  The County is 
providing $10 million toward the Army Corp of En-
gineers Mamaroneck and Sheldrake River Basins 
water management project, which is just getting 
underway, and we’ve recently learned that more 
County funding will be required. 

Latimer’s comments on affordable housing 
quoted a three-year-old report which indicated 

that 11,000 units of affordable housing were need-
ed in Westchester County.  He fears that number 

has only grown since the pan-
demic.  The County has plans 
for between 2 to 3,000 units 
and the budget has $90 mil-
lion for affordable housing.  He 
knows this is well below what 
we need, but the major issues 
are the cost of land, competi-
tion for that land from the pri-
vate sector, and infrastructure 
needs.  The County has helped 
fund projects in New Rochelle 
and works with various local 
agencies to provide support in 
this area.  Affordable housing is 
necessary to ensure Westches-
ter remains a diverse popula-
tion.

When asked about the 
County airport, Latimer 

stressed that the revenue from the airport goes 
back into the airport, it doesn’t impact the County 
budget.  As was raised in recent public presenta-
tions in preparation for a new master plan, the 
major issues with the airport are the fly patterns 
(noise levels over individual properties) and the 
environmental runoff.  During the Q&A he also ac-
knowledged that, because of changes in TSA oper-
ations, the waiting area (and baggage area) are un-
dersized and will be addressed in the master plan.

When asked about Playland, Latimer ac-
knowledged that repairs are a County obligation 
and are underway.  Standard Amusements oper-
ates the park (2022 was the 1st year of a 30-year 
contract) and 2022 was the first post-covid year 
of operations.  More structural improvements will 
be required by the County.

There were a handful of questions during 
the Q&A session, including inquiring about his 
position on banning flavored tobacco.  The County 
Board of Legislature has passed a County-wide ban 
on selling flavored tobacco (vote 11 for, 6 against).  

In mid December, Latimer vetoed the bill.
As Latimer is midway through his second 

and final term as County Executive, he was asked 
about his goals and his legacy.  Latimer stated that 
he doesn’t believe in legacy but acknowledged 
his accomplishments including physical plant 
updates, fiscal integrity and improvements, and 
collegiality and collaboration across the political 
spectrum.  He would like the County government 
to feel more like local governments, since “we’re 
all in this together.”

The Larchmont-Mamaroneck Local Summit 
is an informal community council that seeks to 
make a better life for the community by keeping 
it informed of major issues of concern.  The next 
Zoom program, co-hosted by LMC Media, will be 
Tuesday, January 10th at 8:00 a.m. and will be a 
presentation by the Mamaroneck High School 
Students in the Original Civic Research and Ac-
tion Program on Wage Theft.  

Blind Brook Student Wins the Lions Clubs Peace 
Poster District Contest

Blake Goldstein, from Blind Brook Middle 
School, has won the Lions District 20R2 Peace 
Poster Contest. The district completion took 
place on Sunday November 13th.  His poster will 
be entered into the New York State competition in 
mid-December, and, hopefully, on to the interna-
tional levels, with its winner announced at a Unit-
ed Nations event in the spring.

The district win follows his winning the local 
Port Chester/Rye Brook Lions competition from 
all entries from the Blind Brook Middle School.

Nina Heery of Rye Neck Middle School was 
the district runner up. Lions District 20R2 in-
cludes 35 clubs in Manhattan, The Bronx, Staten 
Island & Lower Westchester.

The Lions International Peace Poster Con-
test is an annual worldwide competition for chil-
dren 11-13, encouraging them to express their 
vision of world peace through art, based on a par-
ticular theme.  This year’s theme was “Lead with 
Compassion”.

Port Chester and Rye Brook Lions members 
are affiliated with the Larchmont Mamaroneck 
Lions Club, which is working to bring Lions re-
sources to the needs of the community, with the 
intent to establish a self-operating Port Chester/
Rye Brook Lions Club.

The Larchmont Mamaroneck Lions annu-
ally sponsor the local competition with the com-
munities Middle Schools. This year included The 
French American, Hommocks, Rye Neck and 
Saints John & Paul Middle Schools. LM Lions sup-
ported the local Port Chester/Rye Brook competi-
tion for the Blind Brook and Port Chester Middle 
Schools. 

The LM Lions want to 
thank Christy Sanchez, art 
teacher at Blind Brook Middle 
School, for her efforts to bring 
this contest to the community 
and provide her students with 
the opportunity to share their 
visions of peace.

 The Larchmont Mama-
roneck Lions, who will be cel-
ebrating their Centennial in 
2023, focus on supporting exist-
ing non-profit and community 
service groups by bringing com-
munity service leaders together 
to determine needs, solutions 
and resources. The LM Lions 
are part of Lions Clubs Inter-
national, the world’s largest 
service organization of nearly 
1.5 million members. The Lions 
signature cause is Vision/Blind-
ness, along with Hunger, the En-
vironment, Diabetes, Childhood 
Cancer and the future of  Youth.  
They are signatories of the Unit-
ed Nations resolutions on wom-
en’s and refugee rights and are 
currently active in Afghanistan 
and Ukrainian refugee resettle-
ment.

Winning poster by Blake Goldstein
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EVERY DAY, WE’RE  
DELIVERING CARE THAT’S 
ANYTHING BUT “EVERYDAY”
Whether it’s the day advanced technology helps 
pinpoint a diagnosis or renowned doctors perform 
life-saving surgery, no day is an exception to being 
exceptional at White Plains Hospital. This is why 
we’re among the best hospitals anywhere, that just so 
happens to be here.

See how we’re exceptional at wphospital.org/everyday
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Save the Sound Presented Empire Award By 
New York State Senator Shelley Mayer

Save the Sound president 
Leah Lopez Schmalz accepted 
a New York State Empire Award 
from State Senator Shelley Mayer 
(SD 37) on Wednesday afternoon, 
December 14 at the Larchmont 
office. The award acknowledged 
Save the Sound as a nonprofit 
organization whose mission is 
to protect the land, air, and wa-
ter of Long Island Sound and the 
Sound shores of New York State 
and Connecticut for future gener-
ations through a combination of 
legal and scientific expertise.

This  Honor was presented 
to organizations that “make out-
standing contributions to the 
growth, prosperity, and betterment of their 
community and New York State.”

“I wanted to acknowledge the work you have 
done, the leadership you have shown, the commit-
ment to our community, broadly defined; I’m happy 
to see you’re in the Bronx and you’re in Connecticut, 
you’re all over,” said Mayer. “If it weren’t for you, I re-
ally don’t know who would be doing this work.”

“I am honored, of course, to accept this 
award on behalf of the whole Save the Sound 
crew,” Schmalz said to Mayer during the pre-
sentation. “Save the Sound has been around for 
50 years, working to restore and protect all of 
Long Island Sound and its watershed. We do it 
not only for the ecological health of the waters 
and the critters but for the millions of people 

that are living in our region. Those are people 
who deserve clean beaches when they go on a 
hot summer day; people who deserve clean 
rivers when they go fishing during the spring; 
people who use the Sound for economic rea-
sons, for gainful employment, marine trades; 
and people who use it for sustenance, fishing 
to feed their families. With all of that connect-
ing people to the Sound, it really shows us how 
important deep partnerships are. Senator, you 
and your staff have been core sponsors and sup-
porters of everything that Save the Sound does.”

Schmalz was joined at the ceremony by Denise 
Stranko, vice president of programs; Katie Fried-
man, New York ecological restoration program man-
ager; and Ameera Khan, environmental technician.

New York State Senator Shelley Mayer (second from right) presents the Empire 
Award to Save the Sound president Leah Lopez Schmalz (center) while Save the 
Sound staffers (left to right) Denise Stranko, Katie Friedman, and Ameera Khan 
look on.

Woman’s Club of Larchmont, Inc. Collects
For Hope Food Pantry

Sr. Mary Alice Han-
nan of the Hope Commu-
nity Food Pantry in New 
Rochelle was grateful for 
the generous contribution 
of food by the Woman’s 
Club of Larchmont.  Re-
cently, she has received 
fewer donations perhaps 
due to the higher cost of 
food items.  As a result of 
the October club day do-
nations and the commu-
nity food drive on October 
29th, 270 grocery items 
and $l30.00 was donated 
which is needed to pur-
chase essential food items 
for their clients. 

A special thanks to 
Carolyn Gallaher, Chair-
person of the Philanthropy Committee and her assistants – Bev Nalven, Zsuzsannah Bean-Jonas, and 
Georgia Jessup - for collecting, sorting and delivering the donations. Thank you to Anne-Mieke Smeets 
for her photographs and to Sr. Mary Alice for arranging to open the food pantry so that delivery could be 
made immediately and smoothly to their New Rochelle location at St. Gabriel’s Church.

The Woman’s Club of Larchmont, Inc. supports civic and philanthropic organizations that contrib-
ute to the betterment of the community. The Club collects food and money donations for Hope at their 
monthly meetings at the Larchmont Avenue Church and at periodic community food drives.  The next 
scheduled food drive will be outside the Larchmont Avenue Church on Saturday, February l8th and Sat-
urday, May 6th, 2023 from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

Elementary STEM Learning Labs Teach
Students about Engineering Design Process

The launch of the Mamaroneck Elementary 
STEM program is off to a fabulous start! Murray 
Ave. School’s gr 2-5 students successfully complet-
ed their first cycle of projects, and the lab at Chats-
worth Ave. School is now officially open.

Chatsworth students are learning all about 
the STEM components and the engineering de-

sign process. Students at Mamaroneck Avenue 
School and Central are continuing to enjoy their 
two-day introductory experiences with Ms. Diehl. 
Mrs. Scotto and Ms. Diehl are working together on 
planning the next cycle of projects and challenges 
using equipment purchased with funding from 
the Mamaroneck Schools Foundation.

RYE YMCA’S NEW NURSERY SCHOOL
@ St. John’s Church, 122 Fenimore Road, Mamaroneck

LEARN, GROW, THRIVE
Toddler (18-35 mos) and Pre-School (3-5 yrs) 
AM or PM program: 3, 4 or 5-day options

STARTS MID-JANUARY 

Registration now open
Details at ryeymca.org/childcare 
Kathy@ryeymca.org | 914-967-6363
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AMAZING IS COMBINING 
GREAT CARE WITH 
CONVENIENCE.

Many of our offices accept most insurance and 
have same-day, early and late appointments, 
and some even offer weekend availability. Or,  
if you can't make it in, we offer video visits.*

Make an appointment at nyp.org/medicalgroups

NewYork-Presbyterian 
Medical Group Westchester

*Restrictions apply.
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Universal Symbol Used to Designate Every Legally Sold 
Cannabis Product as Regulated

On December 15, Governor Kathy Hochul  un-
veiled a "New York State Licensed Cannabis Dis-
pensary" verification tool that will be posted in the 
windows of legally licensed retail dispensaries, 
which are set to begin opening by the end of 2022. 
The designation will ensure consumers know they 
are buying from a dispensary regulated by New York 
State. A universal symbol on each product sold will 
also show that it is up to standards set by the state. 
The combination provides consumers certainty that 
they have acquired a tested, regulated product.   

"It's critical for New York's cannabis consumers 
to understand the risks of buying untested, illicit prod-
ucts and to have the tools to guide them to the safer, 
legal market that's poised to open," Governor Hochul 
said. "These tools will help to protect public health and 
strengthen our ability to deliver the equitable cannabis 
market our law envisions. We will continue to work 
with our partners in municipalities across the state to 
enforce the law and shutdown illicit operators who are 
selling products that put New Yorkers at risk."  

As stores continue to open in the first quarter of 
2023, the state will also be releasing a public education 
campaign called "Why Buy Legal New York," which will 
explain the benefits of purchasing legal adult-use can-
nabis for cannabis consumers in New York State. The 
campaign will discuss the risks of buying untested illicit 
products, and how those products undermine the goals 
of New York's cannabis law to build the most equitable 
and inclusive cannabis market in the nation.   

Tremaine Wright, Chair of the Cannabis Control 
Board, said, "The dispensary verification tool unveiled by 
Governor Hochul today combined with requirements for 

the universal symbol on regulated products sets us off on 
the right foot.  It is critical that consumers know and trust 
that the new, legal cannabis market offers tested products 
and follows protocols designed to protect public health.  
These efforts combined with rigorous enforcement, will 
help build a stable, legal marketplace." 

Chris Alexander, Executive Director of the Office 
of Cannabis Management, said, "We will use every tool 
available to strengthen the equitable, legal adult-use 
cannabis market we're building and the dispensary 
verification tool Governor Hochul unveiled today is one 
step in that process. Our enforcement team has been 
growing its partnerships and ramping up activity from 
Buffalo to New York City and will continue to do so until 
these illicit stores and trucks are shutdown."   

The dispensary verification tool unveiled  will be 
posted in the front windows of each legally licensed dis-
pensary. It will include a QR code that can be scanned by 
consumers and local community members. Additional-
ly, a similar version will be available for licensees who are 
looking to jump start sales through delivery.   

Every product sold will also include a "universal 
symbol" designating it as a tested, regulated product. 
Consumers should check both the storefront for the dis-
pensary verification tool and the product label to ensure 
they're purchasing a safer product. 

LM Lions Ring Bells for the Salvation Army
The Larchmont Ma-

maroneck Lions continued 
their Holiday tradition of 
bell ringing for the Salva-
tion Army. On Saturday, De-
cember 17, Lions rang bells 
on Mamaroneck Avenue in 
Mamaroneck and on Palmer 
Avenue in Larchmont.  With 
thanks to our community 
for their donations.

The Salvation Army 
annually serves more than 
25 million people in Ameri-
ca, helping them overcome 
poverty, addiction, and eco-
nomic hardships through a 
range of social services. The 
Salvation Army provides 
food for the hungry, emer-
gency relief for disaster 
survivors, rehabilitation for 
those suffering from drug 
and alcohol addiction, and 
clothing and shelter for peo-
ple in need.

The Larchmont Mama-
roneck Lions, who will be celebrating their Centennial in 2023, focus on supporting existing non-profit 
and community service groups by bringing community service leaders together to determine needs, solu-
tions and resources. The LM Lions are part of Lions Clubs International, the world’s largest service orga-
nization of nearly 1.5 million members. The Lions signature cause is Vision/Blindness, along with Hunger, 
the Environment, Diabetes, Childhood Cancer and the future of Youth.  They are signatories of the United 
Nations resolutions on women’s and refugee rights and are currently active in Afghanistan & Ukrainian 
refugee resettlement.  In addition, housing is a local Lions priority.

Mamaroneck Village Mayor Tom Murphy, LM Lion & CRC Executive Director Jirandy 
Martinez, LM Lion Diane Oldham
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EXPLORE & ENGAGE 
IN 2023

New travel goals to achieve and 
stories to inspire this year. 

 For help creating your story, contact the 
Specialists at Bayside Travel today.

914.833.8880
www.luxurytravelservice.com

RICHARD LEIMGRUBER, CRPC®
PRIVATE WEALTH ADVISOR

914-909-6984  |  rleimgruber@onyxbridge.com

JANUARY IS FINANCIAL
WELLNESS MONTH

Schedule a free consultation to make 
sure your financial health is on track.

Advisory services offered through Onyx Bridge Wealth Group, LLC a registered investment adviser.

Senator Gillibrand Helps Package Food for 
Kids for The Holidays

On December 12, U.S. Senator Kirsten Gillibrand 
joined food bank executives at Feeding Westchester to 
package food for students ahead of the holidays.

Karen Erren, President and CEO of Feeding 
Westchester, helped Sen. Gillibrand pack breakfast 
bags for students dealing with food insecurity. Feeding 
Westchester provides food for 71,000 children in need 
each month through partnerships with local schools, 
daycares, libraries, and other organizations. Children 
receive nutritious, kid-friendly, easy-to-prepare food, 
when otherwise they may go without.

“With the cost of food and other necessities sky-
rocketing, we must work with local partners like Feed-
ing Westchester to address food insecurity across the 
state,” said U.S. Senator Gillibrand. “I’ll keep fighting in 
Congress to make sure every child in New York always 
knows where their next meal is coming from.”

Senator Gillibrand, a long-standing advocate for 

child nutrition programs, helped pass the Keep Kids Fed 
Act, which allowed schools and summer meal providers 
to continue serving free meals, to extend meal delivery 
and grab-and-go options, to ease paperwork require-
ments, and to provide funding to help schools offset the 
increased cost of food and operating expenses. 

Senator Gillibrand has also laid out additional 
proposals to fight food insecurity, including More Op-
tions to Develop and Enhance Remote Nutrition in 
WIC Act, or MODERN WIC Act, which would enable 
women and children to certify for WIC benefits re-
motely, greatly easing the process. Her bipartisan Sum-
mer Meals Act would expand eligibility for free meals 
to more students in low-income areas and improve 
nutrition in rural, underserved, and hard-to-reach ar-
eas. Gillibrand is also pushing to fully fund the Special 
Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants, 
and Children (WIC) program for fiscal year 2023.

Rye YMCA Launches New Nursery School 
Program in Mamaroneck

The Rye YMCA, a leading provider 
of child care in the Sound Shore area, 
will open a new nursery school pro-
gram at St. John’s Lutheran Church 
in Mamaroneck in mid-January 2023. 
Registration is now open.

With classrooms for toddlers (ages 
18-35 months) and pre-school-age chil-
dren (3-5 years old), the program will 
offer a choice of morning or afternoon 
sessions with three, four or five-day op-
tions. Children will learn foundational 
skills, develop healthy relationships, 
and build self-reliance through activi-
ties such as music, literacy, movement, 
STEM, sports, art and cooking. 

“Providing safe, affordable and 
nurturing child care is central to the 
Y’s mission,”  stated Kathy Lynam, Se-
nior Director for Family, Camp and 
Child Care. “By partnering with St. John’s to offer nursery school, we can give even more families access 
to this critically-needed service.”

The new program will join the Y’s existing child care offerings, including Pre-School Enrichment, 
summer camp and After School Adventures, which is now offered at both the Rye Y and at F.E. Bellows 
Elementary School. As with all Y programs, no one will be turned away due to an inability to pay. Thanks 
to individual donors, foundations, and local businesses, program subsidies are available for those in 
need through the Y Cares Financial Assistance Program. 

For over 108 years, the Rye YMCA has been a vibrant community hub, serving individuals and fam-
ilies from Rye, Harrison, Larchmont, Mamaroneck, Rye Brook, Port Chester and beyond. For more in-
formation about the Rye Y’s child care programs, including the nursery school at St. John’s Church, visit 
www.ryeymca.org/childcare or contact Kathy Lynam at kathy@ryeymca.org.

Kristen Sidari, Assistant Director of Child Care at St. John’s and Kathy 
Lynam, Senior Program Director of Family Programs
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Latimer Signs 2023 County Budget
On December 13, Westchester 

County Executive George Latimer 
signed his 2023 Westchester County 
Budget, cutting the County Property 
Tax Levy by $6 million dollars, flanked 
by members of the Westchester 
County Departments of Emergency 
Services, Corrections, Probation and 
Public Safety. The Budget was passed 
by the County Board of Legislators 
earlier in the day, bipartisan 17-0.

Latimer said, “I am signing this 
budget today and thinking of all the 
families who are preparing for the 
holidays – this budget is for them. We 
have cut taxes again and have done so 
while also expanding the programs 
and services they have come to de-
pend on. I am proud of this budget, 
and our collaboration with the Board of Legislators; 
this is what honest and fair governing is, that is who we 
are as an administration and as a County.”

The total budget is $2.365 billion and includes La-
timer’s fourth County property tax cut in a row. 

Closing 2022 with projected 
$65.9 million operating surplus

No borrowing for tax certs
No borrowing for pension

No use of fund balance
 

2023 Budget contains no 
borrowing or one-shots

No borrowing for tax certs
No use of fund balance

No borrowing for cash flow
 

County Board of Legislators Chairwoman Cath-
erine Borgia: “Westchester County is stronger and in 
a better state financially, and we are paying it forward 
to our residents. We’ve prioritized meaningful invest-
ments in areas that affect our constituents every day. 
Parents receiving subsidies can now pay less out of 
pocket to afford better quality childcare. We’re clos-
ing the digital divide by expanding internet access 
throughout the County. We’ve increased funding for 
community-based organizations providing services di-
rectly to those who need them. I am excited for all that 
we will accomplish in 2023 through mutual commit-
ment and collaboration with the County Executive’s 
Office.”

Westchester County Legislator Terry Clements 
said: “As Chair of the Committee on Public Safety, 
we’ve identified the need to efficiently fund our public 
safety and law enforcement departments. Through 
this budget, we’ve added millions of dollars to the de-

partments that will keep Westchester 
residents safe and secure.”

Finance Commissioner Karin 
Hablow said: “The County Executive 
has once again passed a balanced 
budget that includes a cut to the 
property tax levy. We, as a County, 
have greatly improved our financial 
position while continuing to offer the 
services needed and sought out by 
its residents. I want to thank Coun-
ty Executive Latimer and the Board 
of Legislators for passing a fiscally 
responsible budget that once again 
will position Westchester County as 
a financially stable entity for years to 
come.”

The 2023 Budget funds the 
Departments of Corrections, Public 

Safety, Probation and Emergency Services at the high-
est levels in Westchester County history: 
• Correction $156.6 million
• Public Safety $59.1 million
• Probation $50.2 million
• Department of Emergency Services $13 million

Economic Development Director Bridget Gib-
bons said: “The County Executive’s consistent in-
vestment in economic development to support our 
existing businesses and inspire the launch of new 
businesses in Westchester creates a business-friend-
ly environment in the County. Life sciences compa-
nies, advanced manufacturing companies, tech start-
ups and others are thriving here, and we are proud to 
provide training, education and other resources to 
support them.”

The Budget allots $218.7 million for the County 
Health Department, that includes $1 million for ma-
ternal mortality.  Additionally, the budget is expanding 
funding to Federally Qualified Health Centers/Neigh-
borhood Health Centers by $1 million bringing the to-
tal to $3 million.

Health Commissioner Sherlita Amler, MD, said: 
“Thank you to County Executive Latimer and the 
County Board of Legislators for allowing the Health 
Department in the 2023 Budget to refocus our atten-
tion on our core public health priorities and essential 
services aimed at improving the health of our commu-
nities.”

The 2023 Budget has $17.2 million for the De-
partment of Community Mental Health (DCMH), spe-
cifically the Project Alliance Mobile Crisis Response 
Team, $6.1 million for Crisis Network and 988 Suicide 
Crisis Lifeline, $565,000 for Opioid Response and Over-
dose Prevention Initiative and $737,892 Early Child-
hood Mental Health Services.

County Executive George Latimer

White Plains Hospital Named One of Best General 
Hospitals in Nation for 3rd Year in a Row

White Plains Hospital has once again been 
named a Top General Hospital by the Leapfrog 
Group. This is the third consecutive year the 
Hospital has been recognized as one of the high-
est-performing hospitals in the nation – making 
it one of 115 in the United States and one of just 
two hospitals in New York state to receive this 
distinction.

According to the Leapfrog Group, Top Hos-
pitals have higher quality maternity care, lower 
infection rates, and better systems in place to 
prevent medication errors, among other laud-
able qualities. To be eligible for consideration, 
Hospitals must meet the high standards defined 
in the Top Hospital Methodology, including re-
ceiving an “A” in the most recent round of Leap-
frog’s Hospital Safety Grade. White Plains Hos-
pital has received 8 consecutive “A’s,” including 
the most recent ranking in November.

“We are extremely proud to be consistently 
named among the top hospitals in the country,” 
said Dr. Rafael Torres, Chief Quality Officer at 
White Plains Hospital. “This accolade validates 
our commitment to providing patients with 
quality care and serves as another testament to 
the dedication of our entire staff to the highest 
patient outcomes.”

Recognition as a Leapfrog Top Hospital is 
the latest award for high-quality care that White 
Plains Hospital has received this year. In July, it 
became one of just eight hospitals in New York 
state to receive a five-star quality rating from 
the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services 
(CMS) — the highest distinction offered by that 
federal agency.

Founded in 2000 by large employers and 
other purchasers, The Leapfrog Group is a na-
tional nonprofit organization driving a move-
ment for giant leaps forward in the quality and 

safety of American health care. The flagship 
Leapfrog Hospital Survey collects and trans-
parently reports hospital performance, em-
powering purchasers to find the highest-value 
care and giving consumers the lifesaving infor-
mation, they need to make informed decisions. 
The Leapfrog Hospital Safety Grade, Leapfrog’s 
other main initiative, assigns letter grades to 
hospitals based on their record of patient safe-
ty, helping consumers protect themselves and 
their families from errors, injuries, accidents 
and infections.

White Plains Hospital is a proud member 
of the Montefiore Health System, serving as its 
tertiary hub of advanced care in the Hudson 
Valley. The Hospital is a 292-bed not-for-profit 
health care organization with the primary mis-
sion of providing exceptional acute and pre-
ventive medical care to all people who live in, 
work in or visit Westchester County and its sur-
rounding areas. Centers of Excellence include 
the Center for Cancer Care and The William & 
Sylvia Silberstein Neonatal & Maternity Center. 
The Hospital’s Flanzer Emergency Department 
is the busiest in Westchester County. White 
Plains Hospital performs lifesaving emergency 
and elective angioplasty in its Joan and Alan 
Herfort, MD, Cardiac Catheterization Laborato-
ry and Marie Promuto Cardiac Catheterization 
Laboratory and in 2021, the Hospital formally 
launched its cardiac surgery program with its 
first-ever open-heart surgery in partnership 
with world-class cardiac surgeons from Mon-
tefiore Einstein. White Plains Hospital has out-
patient medical facilities across Westchester, 
including multispecialty practices in Armonk, 
New Rochelle, Somers and Yorktown Heights; 
and Scarsdale Medical Group locations in Har-
rison and Scarsdale.

Obituary for Stella Kakavelas
Beloved Stella Kakavelas from Larchmont, passed away peacefully on No-

vember 20 at White Plains Hospital. She was born in Greece in 1932 and she 
is survived by Orestes Alexander, her long-time partner in Larchmont, by her 
two nieces in Greece as well as her cousins in Greece and in the US and their 
families.



Larchmont Ledger    •     January 2023    •    Page 12    •     www.larchmontledger.com

An Elevator Speech  Delivering a Message

BY BERNARD A. KROOKS, CERTIFIED ELDER LAW ATTORNEY

According to Wikipedia, an elevator speech 
is a short description of an idea, product, or com-
pany that explains the concept in a way such that 
any listener can understand it in a short period 
of time.  Experts say that you should keep your 
elevator speech short and sweet, with the goal 
being to deliver your message in under a minute.  
Basically, the concept is to be able to tell some-
one what you do in the time it takes to go on a 
brief elevator ride. 

So, here is my elevator speech:  our law prac-
tice is focused on legal problems faced by indi-
viduals as they age and individuals with special 
needs.  However, in many instances our actual 
clients are family members (and loved ones) of se-
niors and individuals with special needs who seek 
our representation on behalf of their loved one. 

Many of our clients come to us for help in 
preparing their estate plans, including a last will 
and testament, living trust, health care proxy, 
living will, and durable power of attorney.  In any 
event, estate planning is not about forms and 
documents; it is about making sure that your 
wishes are carried out upon incapacity or death. 

People who are trustee of a trust have on-
going responsibilities to the trust beneficiaries.  
Our firm can help you manage these duties and 
ensure that you are in compliance with all legal 
and tax requirements.  A trust can serve many 
purposes and it is important that the administra-
tion of the trust is conducted in a manner consis-
tent with the trust creator’s intent. 

Our special needs planning practice focuses 
on assisting individuals with special needs and 
their families achieve the highest quality of life 
possible.  We advocate to ensure that our clients 

have access to all appropriate government ben-
efits to which they are entitled.  We also assist 
clients with special needs trusts to help protect 
their assets for their loved ones and with guard-
ianship for people who cannot manage their own 
affairs due to illness or incapacity. 

While New York’s probate process is not 
particularly complex, it can still be overwhelm-
ing for many.  Our firm helps executors of estates 
perform their legal duties to ensure that the 
decedent’s final affairs are settled properly.   

About 70% of all Americans will need long-
term care at home, in an assisted living facility or 
in a nursing home.  The cost of long-term care in 
the New York metropolitan area can be more than 
$200,000 a year.  Failure to plan in advance can 
result in the loss of significant personal assets.  
By planning in advance, you can take the neces-
sary steps to ensure that your choices regarding 
who will manage your finances and health care 
are followed in the event you become incapaci-
tated.  Moreover, with proper planning, you can 
minimize your out-of-pocket costs for long-term 
care.  Our firm can help explain the available op-
tions to you and help you make the right choices 
for you and your family. 

Every child with a disability is entitled to a 
free and appropriate public education.  We rep-
resent individuals and their families to ensure 
that school districts are held accountable and 
provide the type of education that the law re-
quires, regardless of disability.  Our firm takes 
a collaborative approach and works with school 
district representatives to make sure the child’s 
Individualized Education Program (IEP) meets 
the child’s individual needs; however, we are pre-
pared to go to court, if necessary, to protect our 
client’s interests. 

There you have it.  My elevator speech, and 
then some.  I hope to see you in the elevator!

Bernard A. Krooks, Esq., is a founding part-
ner of Littman Krooks LLP. He was named 2021 
“Lawyer of the Year” by Best Lawyers in America® 
for excellence in Elder Law and has been honored 
as one of the “Best Lawyers” in America since 
2008. He was elected to the Estate Planning Hall of 
Fame by the National Association of Estate Plan-
ners & Councils (NAEPC). Krooks is past Chair of 
the Elder Law Committee of the American College 
of Trust and Estate Counsel (ACTEC). Mr. Krooks 
may be reached at (914-684-2100) or by visiting the 
firm’s website at www.littmankrooks.com.

TABLE HOPPING with Morris Gut
LOOKING FORWARD TO TASTY CULINARY IN 2023!

I have had many fine culinary encounters in 2022. 
Looking back, here is a short list of favorite dishes and 
dining venues you should try not to miss this new year!

LINGUINE VONGOLE AT TRATTORIA VIVOLO, 
HARRISON!

Owner Dean Vivolo serves a wonderful Paglia 
e Fieno con Funghi, with its mix of mushroom ragu, 
scallions, crispy prosciutto, and pecorino cheese. The 
Linguine Vongole is not to be missed. We enjoy it with 
a side of tender Broccoli Rape.  Chef Vivolo’s robust re-
gional Italian cuisine is served out of a restored diner 
just across from Harrison's Metro-North station. Sit at 
the counter, tuck into a booth, or take a table in the rear 
greenhouse and enjoy the surprising contemporary and 
traditional flavors emanating from his kitchen: tasty 
thin-crusted pizza; fresh old-fashioned Meatballs and 
Sausage; Crostino di Polenta, topped with wild mush-
rooms, gorgonzola, and tomato sauce; Lasagna Bolog-
nese al Forno; Osso Buco, tender braised veal shank; 
occasional Roasted Porchetta. Great staff. Good wine 
list. Sparkling lights evenings. Closed Mondays. Free 
parking. Trattoria Vivolo, 301 Halstead Ave., Harrison. 
914-835-6199  www.trattoriavivolo.com

GLOBAL FLAVORS AT MARIA, NEW ROCHELLE!
Three-time winners of Michelin’s prestigious ‘Bib 

Gourmet’ Award, brothers Peter and Giovanni Cucullo 
have been causing a stir in New Rochelle, drawing pa-
tronage from all over the county to their flavorful riff on 
Italian/global cooking. Named after Mama, Maria’s has 
become a regular haunt for me. Love their happy hours 
from 3 p.m. to 7 p.m. when they offer some favorite bev-
erages and small plates that are loaded with flavor. I am 
hooked on such eclectic dishes as: Glazed Pork Ribs, 
Truffled Green Beans, Grilled Sausage with sweet & 
spicy Peruvian peppers, Mom’s Meatballs, Cauliflower 
Fritters, and Roasted Shishito Peppers. Special men-

tion must go to their Baked Rigatoni and tender baby 
Lamb Chops. Pleasant dining room and bar filled with 
artifacts from home. Good networking spot.  The family 
also operates bustling Fratelli’s Pizza and Pops Café next 
door. Maria, 11 Huguenot St., New Rochelle. Take-out & 
delivery. Closed Sundays. 914-636-0006 www.mariane-
wrochelle.com 

HEARTY IRISH AMERICAN AT JACK’S BAR, EAST-
CHESTER!

Owner Shane Clifford and his staff have been 
drawing a fine crowd. The space has been totally re-
modeled and offers an enhanced Irish/American tavern 
menu on steroids. The best way to describe it. Gener-
ous specialties coming out of Chef Brendan Donohoe’s 
kitchen include a refreshing Harvest Green Salad; Dou-
ble-Stacked Smash Burger; decadent Short Rib Mac N’ 
Cheese; Jack’s Meatballs; Seared Scallops; Chicken Cur-
ry; Burrata Pizza out of their woodfired oven; Berkshire 
Pork Chop; and Grilled Lamb Sliders. The staff could not 
be more friendly. Open daily. Indoor & outdoor seating. 
TVs. Municipal parking; free evenings. Jack’s Bar, 219 
Main St., Eastchester. 914-652-7650 www.jackseast-
chester.com 

GRAND INDIAN SUNDAY BUFFET AT 
TANDOORI, PORT CHESTER!

Bharat Patel, proprietor of long running Tandoori 
Taste of India, has moved his restaurant into a new 
contemporized location along Westchester Ave., Port 
Chester. They are now offering a generous all-you-can-
eat Indian Buffet on Sundays. The same management 
team owns and operates Indi Q in Armonk. The dining 
room and bar area are separated. Light grey walls are 
highlighted by modern industrial fixtures, lighting, and 
colorful Indian artifacts. At a recent sitting, we enjoyed a 
dramatically presented Stuffed Dosa with masala spiced 
potatoes, served with coconut chutney and sambar. An 

continued on page 14

Mamaroneck Public Library Turns 100!
January 2, 2023 marks 

100 years of service for Ma-
maroneck Public Library.  In 
1922, Charles M. Baxter, Jr. 
implored the Mamaroneck 
Business Men’s Association 
to establish a library. At a 
public meeting at Town Hall, 
the slogan “Mamaroneck is 
not a fit place to live in until 
it has a Library,” was adopt-
ed. The library first opened 
on January 2, 1923, in a store-
front at 48 West Boston Post 
Road with 800 books on its 
shelves. It then moved to its 
current location in Novem-
ber 1927. 

“We’re grateful to the 
people who built this library, 
and we hope to serve the 
community for another 100 
years,” said Library Director 
Jennifer O’Neill. “This is a re-
ally exciting year for us - we 
had so much fun planning 
our special Centennial pro-
gramming - we can’t wait for everyone to enjoy these fabulous events.” 

Throughout 2023, Mamaroneck Public Library will hold decade-themed events, starting in January 
with the 1920s and ending in December with the 2020s. In one such program, the library is partnering 
with Emelin Theatre for a screening of “The Three Ages” with Buster Keaton. The silent film will be 
shown at the Emelin Theatre - with live musical accompaniment.

Founded in 1923, the Mamaroneck Public Library is at the heart of community, promoting com-
munity engagement and connecting people with ideas and each other to make Mamaroneck a better 
place to live.  The Library offers free materials, computer access, classes, exhibitions, museum passes 
and more. Additionally, Mamaroneck Public Library has been offering new and creative programs for 
all ages – with a focus on emotional and physical wellness, fun and relaxation. In 2022, the library was 
honored to be voted Best Library in Westchester in Westchester Magazine.
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Money Management for Couples
Life partners need to be on the same page 

about money: We all know couples who fight 
about money. In fact, you may personally be in a 
relationship where finances are a source of ten-
sion. It’s no mystery why these kinds of conflicts 
are so common – money fuels our ability to take 
care of ourselves and our dependents. Managing 
it requires discipline and a plan, but often couples 
don’t see eye-to-eye on what that means. When 
long-term committed partners share their fi-
nances but not the same values and habits around 
money, it’s ripe for friction. Fortunately, as with 
most things, clear and open communication can 
help. Here are four question to facilitate an honest 
and productive conversation with your spouse or 
partner about money.

#1 – How are expenses managed?
If you are soon to be married or living togeth-

er, you need to determine how your money will be 
combined (joint checking and savings accounts or 
separate accounts) and who will be responsible 
for each household expense. If you’ve been togeth-
er for some time, your primary focus is to make 
sure that you’re living within your means and that 
there is transparency about all money matters. 
To the extent you take on debt or make large pur-
chases, it needs to be an amount both parties are 
comfortable with.

#2 – What are today’s financial priorities?
These can change from time to time, but it’s 

important for couples to frequently discuss what 
is important to them. For example, young couples 
may want to determine if they should set money 
aside for a down payment on a house. Some may 
want to prioritize spending on vacations. Later in 
life, couples need to think about how they plan to 
spend their time (and money) in retirement. These 
are issues that should be discussed frequently to 
make certain there are no surprises.

#3 – What are your long-term goals?
These tend to vary based on your age and are 

likely to change, to some extent, over the course of 
your lives. As a young couple, putting money aside 
for higher education (your own or your children’s) 

may be one of your priorities. Even though retire-
ment may be a long way off, the sooner you begin 
saving for that goal, the better. Those who are old-
er may be primarily focused on retirement and 
the disposition of their estate. Sitting down with 
a financial advisor can be beneficial regardless of 
your age. An advisor will gather input from both 
parties and craft a plan to help guide your long-
term financial decision-making.

#4 – Is proper paperwork in place?
For couples who plan to get married, there 

might be reasons to consider a pre-nuptial agree-
ment. It spells out how assets are to be divided in 
case of divorce. Most importantly, it limits costs 
related to litigation should divorce occur, as the 
parties agreed in advance on how assets will be 
split. For older couples, making sure estate doc-
uments are in place is important. The issues are 
trickier in cases of blended families, as the dis-
tribution of assets can be more sensitive. In both 
cases, seeking proper legal guidance is important.

Bottom Line: When it comes to money, com-
munication is key, especially since it can be a very 
emotional topic. That’s why talking about it regu-
larly is important. For couples, limiting financial 
surprises – whether that be long-standing debt or 
large purchases – can go a long way to building a 
healthy, team-oriented approach to budgeting and 
managing money.     

(Ziyah Esbenshade, 
CFP®, CRPC®, APMA®, 
is a Private Wealth Ad-
visor and Senior Vice 
President with Pell 
Wealth Partners, a pri-
vate wealth advisory 
practice of Ameriprise 
Financial Services, LLC 
in Rye Brook, New York. 
She specializes in fee-
based financial planning 

and asset management strategies and has been in 
practice for 22 years. To contact her, visit ameripri-
seadvisors.com/Ziyah.r.esbenshade )

Stepinac High School Team Finishes in Top Tier of Bloomberg Global Trading Challenge
In a field dominated by colleges and univer-

sities, Stepinac High School’s team comprising 
five members of the Susan and Daniel P. Mahoney 
Economics and Finance Honors Academy impres-
sively ranked 99 out of 946 teams that vied for the 
top honors in the 2022 Bloomberg Global Trading 
Challenge. The financially savvy investors from the 
renowned all-boys Catholic high school also placed 
31 among the 327 teams in the final North America 
rankings. 

Stepinac’s contingent counted only among 
the 274 teams in the final week of the competitions 
that generated a positive Relative P&L, relative to 
the Bloomberg WLS Index (World, Large, Mid and 
Small Cap Price Return).  The remaining 672 teams 
were not in positive territory and the majority of 
them posted losses.  The team’s final standing in 
the North America rankings was even more im-
pressive, finishing 31 out of 327 teams.  The vast 
majority of competitors (233 teams) posted losses.

“What made the Stepinac students’ perfor-
mance remarkable is that from the very start of the 
month-long challenge, they outperformed many 
universities, colleges as well as top-ranked busi-
ness graduate institutions,” said Rackeal Bellamy, 
moderator of Stepinac’s Economics and Finance 

Honors Academy and chair of the new Business 
Academic Department. Stepinac was also among 
a handful of high schools that competed in the 
Bloomberg Challenge and the only one from West-
chester that finished in the top tiers of the interna-
tional and North America rankings.

To put the Stepinac team’s performance in 
perspective, it was pitted against the likes of teams 
from Bucknell, Columbia, CUNY Baruch College, 
Chinese University of Hong Kong, Copenhagen 
Business School, Villanova, University of Liverpool, 
Mercy College, among others.  This year’s first place 
winner was a team from the University of South-
ampton, Great Britain.

Stepinac’s academically top performing team 
members, aptly named the Crusaders, were senior 
Anthony Pasthila of Valhalla, team captain; senior 
Marcus Garcia of Yonkers; junior Owen Dowicz of 
White Plains; junior Marc Rainone of White Plains; 
and junior Ryan Strzalkowski of Mamaroneck.

Teams were each given $1 million in virtual 
U.S. dollars to invest in stocks. The objective of the 
challenge was to outperform the Bloomberg WLS 
Index. 

The Crusaders’ initial investment strategy 
was focused on companies within the energy, de-

fense and pharmaceutical sectors and was expand-
ed to include potential opportunities in suppliers 
and vendors in those sectors. “Our team continued 
to diligently rebalance their portfolios as econom-
ic conditions changed and as other opportunities 
manifested itself through constant analysis,” Bel-
lamy noted.

The Crusaders final positive P&L Relative 
to the Bloomberg WLS Index was $29,537.  But, in 
order to achieve a positive P&L, Stepinac needed 
to do better than the Bloomberg WLS Index which 
rose 8.99% over the Challenge period. 

“It was a very disciplined undertaking,” ex-
plained Bellamy. It comprised a valuation grid that 
team leader Pasthila developed to help determine 
which stocks they should invest in. The grid in-
cluded a point scale system for assessing financial 
ratios, the company’s financial statements over 
a three-year period, and an examination of each 
company’s line chart against the Bloomberg WLS 
Index.

Stepinac’s decision to compete in the 
Bloomberg Global Trading Challenge followed 
the school’s launch last year of the 1,500-squre-

floot Finance Center, an advanced, college-level, 
real-world learning technology equipped with 
Bloomberg Terminals.  The Bloomberg Terminals 
help students to conduct technical analysis of the 
companies they select.

 “The unique Finance Center equipped with 
Bloomberg terminals, devoted to teaching pro-
fessional literacy in finance at a college level, rep-
resents another Stepinac first in curriculum in-
novation,” said Frank Portanova (Class of ’93), Vice 
Principal of Curriculum and Academic Studies. 
“Applying their studies to the real world is what will 
create the innovators of the future.”

 The mission of Archbishop Stepinac High 
School is to offer young men of the Archdiocese 
of New York a highly competitive academic and 
extracurricular program that will prepare them 
for college and leadership roles. The faculty and 
staff accomplish these objectives by pursuing ex-
cellence and creating a supportive, disciplined 
atmosphere with a strong sense of camaraderie 
and Christian values that is unique to the Stepinac 
experience. For more information, visit www.
Stepinac.org

Dear MUFSD Faculty, Staff and Community 
Members,

On December 20, at the Board of Education 
meeting, I informed the Board and community of 
my plans to retire effective Dec. 31, 2023. After 13 
years in the Mamaroneck School District (and 20 
years as a superintendent), I believe the timing is 
right, yet I compose this with much emotion, as 
the decision did not come easily. 

I have enjoyed coming to work each and ev-
ery day. From our deeply committed and talented 
faculty, staff, and administrators, to the engaged 
students and parents and the unwavering support 
of this community, I will forever cherish my years 
here in Mamaroneck including the many friend-
ships I have formed.

I am proud of all we have accomplished 
together. After enduring the most challenging 
public health crisis in history, the impact of Hur-
ricane Ida and so much more, we are now poised 
for a bright path ahead. Our educational programs 

From the Superintendent of Schools
– Humanities, STEM, Dual Language, Extracur-
riculars (Music, the Arts, Athletics) – are stron-
ger than ever, and we have been doing important 
work around diversity, equity, inclusion and be-
longing that will continue in the years to come. 
As a district, we have been evolving, modernizing 
and equipping our students with the skills they 
need to be well prepared for life after they leave 
our school system. 

In short, it has been an honor and a privilege 
being part of this extraordinary school district, 
and I look forward to our remaining time togeth-
er. In early 2023, we will be opening our state-of-
the-art STEM CoLab, as well as the Culinary Lab. 
These new spaces, which will allow for student 
creation, innovation and pathways, are coming to 
fruition as a result of the dedication and collabo-
ration of many individuals and departments. The 
energy and momentum heading into the new year 
is evident. 

My lengthy advance notice enables me to 
contribute to a smooth and effective transition to 
a new superintendent, following a timeline for the 
search set by the Board. I stand ready to help facil-
itate the process in any way that I can. 

Through the leadership of our highly capable 
Board of Education and our strong administra-
tive team, I am certain that MUFSD’s best years 
lie ahead! I wish each of you a Happy and Healthy 
New Year.

 
Respectfully,
 
Dr. Robert I. Shaps 

Superintendent of Schools
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ANTIQUES  •  ART  •  COLLECTIBLES
Most cash paid for paintings, antiques, fur-
niture, silver, sculpture, jewelry, books, cam-
eras, records, instruments, coins, watches, 
gold, comics, sports cards, etc. Please call 
Aaron at 914-235-0302.

CAREGIVER AVAILABLE
Certified HHA, mature, reliable, compassion-
ate & hardworking lady w/10+ yrs exp. with 
Alzheimer’s, Parkinson’s, diabetes, post-
stroke care etc.,  Seeks FT job as Caregiver.  
Excellent References. Call 914-602-7318.

IRISH LADY NURSES AIDE AND 
COMPANION AVAILABLE
Irish lady located in the Bronxville/Lower 
Westchester area available as a Nurses 
Aide and Companion.  Experienced with 
references available. Call Sharon Loane at 
914-943-8231.

AUDITION CALL
The Manor Club Theatre, 1023 Esplanade in 
Pelham, is auditioning for "Lovers and Other 
Strangers." 5 Men, 5 Women, ages 20 to 
70. Auditions at the theatre on January 22, 
2023 from 3:00pm to 5:00pm and January 
23 from 7:00pm to 9:00pm. Show dates: 
March 12-14. For full information go to 
tmcofpelham.org

GRAVE PLOT FOR SALE IN SHARON 
GARDENS
Beautiful plot (#573) in sold out Free 
Synagogue section. $20,000 OBO. Call 
203-918-4880.

LIVE IN CARETAKER
Seeking a live in caretaker for elderly 
woman to assist with companionship, 
appointments and more. Contact me at 
914-298-8872.

Table Hopping with Morris But
continued from page 12

order of Chicken Curry was an herbal delight. Marinat-
ed Salmon cooked in the tandoor oven was juicy and 
delicious. Tandoori Taste of India, 223 Westchester Ave., 
Port Chester. Just up the street from the Capitol Theatre 
concert hall.  Closed Tuesdays. 914-937-2727. www.tan-
dooritasteofindia.com  Indi Q, 61 Old Rte. 22, Armonk. 
914-273-5931 www.indiqarmonk.com

TENDER BRISKET & PAT LA FREIDA BURGERS AT 
SMOKEHOUSE TAILGATE GRILL, 
NEW ROCHELLE & MAMARONECK!

Partners Mike Hoffer and Justin Zeytoonian re-
opened their industrial-designed BBQ restaurant a year 
ago in The Rockwell, a new building along North Ave., 
New Rochelle, near IONA. It is directly across from the 
shuttered original which they founded in 2007. The well 
edited menu includes a good selection of craft beers 
along with signature Tacos, BBQ Chicken and Racks 
of Ribs. Recently, we  ordered their popular Brisket, 
and it was flavorful and tender. The Tomahawk Burger 
is prepared with Pat La Frieda beef and is a satisfying 
winner. The new Smokehouse Tailgate Grill is located 
at 587 North Ave., New Rochelle, not far from IONA Col-
lege. (914-813-8686). Their second location: Smokehouse 
Tailgate Grill, 320 Mamaroneck Ave., Mamaroneck. 
(914-341-1655). Now in Somers at The Pit inside DeCic-
co’s Market. www.shtailgate.com

(Morris Gut is a restaurant marketing consultant 
and former restaurant trade magazine editor. He has 
been tracking and writing about the food and dining scene 
in greater Westchester for 30 years. He may be reached at: 
914-235-6591. Email: gutreactions@optonline.net) 
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On view until January 14, artist Hilda Green 
Demsky is exhibiting in Gallery B of the Rye Arts 
Center, 51 Milton Road, Rye, as part of The Grati-
tude Project, curated by Jill Parry. The Gratitude 
Project exhibit is comprised of 36 oil on canvas 
paintings mounted alongside the poems that have 
inspired them. Call 914-967-0700 for details.

On January 8, join Jocelyn Kleiman from The 
Sheldrake Environmental Center, Larchmont, as 
she leads a Neighborhood Tree Walk sponsored 
by the Town of Mamaroneck Sustainability Col-
laborative. Sign up at sheldrakecenter.org/event/
town-of-Mamaroneck-winter-tree-walk

On January 20, Karen Ridder Stuart, a 
trained Jin Shin Jyutsu practitioner and self help 
instructor will be speaking at The Larchmont Li-
brary, 121 Larchmont Avenue, at 10 am on how to 
manage stress and anxiety. Call 914-834-2281 for 
more information.

The Mamaroneck Public Library,136 Pros-
pect Avenue, will feature many January programs 
as follows:

On January 10, The Library presents the 
film, The Great Gatsby, followed by a discussion at 

2pm in the community room.

Meditation classes for the New Year will be 
held on zoom at 7pm on January 10 and 24 and 
February 7.

On January 12, author Jaime Novak will dis-
cuss how to declutter at 7pm on zoom

On January 18 at 6:30 pm, the kick-off to the 
Mamaroneck Library’s centennial will be held at 
The Emelin Theatre, 153 Library Lane, Mama-
roneck, with a movie series on Buster Keaton and 
his first feature film, The 3 Ages. A live musical 
performance will follow.

On January 19, The Mamaroneck Public Li-
brary will screen the movie, The Women King in 
the community room at 11am.

On January 20, Elizabeth O’Rourke will lead 
a poetry showcase at 4pm on zoom. Poems will be 
based on Hope for the New Year.

For all events, register at mamaroneck 
library.org/events
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WEBSITE TODAY?

Visit the Larchmont Ledger 
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emails containing 
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