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Police and Fire Reports Disseminated at Board Meeting
BY STEPHEN E. LIPKEN

Larchmont Deputy Mayor Sarah Bauer
opened a virtual Board of Trustees meeting on
Monday, January 10, noting that the Library and
Sanitation Commission are short staffed, due to
the COVID Omicron variant. She announced the
death of Sanitation Worker John Mastromarino,
who lost his life to COVID.
Next, Trustee Brigid Brennan affirmed appointments of John Bloom and Ann G. Lefever to
the Finance and Budget Committee.
Police Chief Chris McNerney noted that
three Officers tested positive for COVID and
mentioned retirements of Officers Matthew
Irvine and Scott Schnall, plus two other vacancies. Also, Sergeants Dan Calapai and Joseph

Paprota participated
in a pilot program of
Police-worn Axon Body
Cameras.
“On
December
9th, at approximately
9:44 a.m. there was
a tragic report of a
fatal workplace accident that occurred at
a Grove Avenue residence.
The homeowner hired a company to clean the exterior
home windows and it is believed that one of the
workers stepped on a roof portion just outside
the third-floor windows, slipped and fell to the
ground level deck. He was taken to Montefiore
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Hospital, where he died.
“Fire Chief John Caparelli notified Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA),
who responded to the scene; we are awaiting
their findings.” McNerney pointed to a trend of
stolen or “washed” checks, including a $57 check
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to Verizon, taken from a Boston Post Road and
Lorenzen Street mailbox on Christmas morning
and forged to $1800, payable to a third party.
Caparelli reminded residents to remove
snow from their sidewalks within 24 hours.
Gas-powered generators should be placed outside, 10 feet from windows and doors. Fireplace
ashes must never be placed in a trash can; instead soaked in water and placed in a metal container, 10 feet from the home.
Resolutions encompassed a Tax Lien Sale
on Monday, March 7th at 11:00 a.m.; 2022 Hazard Mitigation Update; FY 2021 Village Audit;
transferring old Trust Account Balances to General Fund and approving previous Work Session
Resolution for Non-Union Employee Salary Increases.

Girl Scouts Win Tree Decorating, Give the Light of Love Contest
The Larchmont Chamber of Commerce held
their second annual Holiday Tree Decorating Contest during the month of December. Six non-profit organizations were invited to decorate trees
with the theme of “Give the Light of Love.” The
public voted for their favorite, with the winner,
Girl Scouts of Larchmont-Mamaroneck, receiving
$500.
Organizations entering the contest, and their
sponsoring businesses, included: Girl Scouts of
Larchmont Mamaroneck, sponsored by Apiary;
Larchmont Mamaroneck Lions Club, sponsored

by Catizone Engineering; LMC Media, sponsored
by The Flower Bar; Friends in OEIS, sponsored
by GC Insurance Group; The Fuller Center, sponsored by Larchmont Music Academy; and Junior
League Westchester on the Sound, sponsored by
Clarke Auction.
The Girl Scouts garnered the most votes, for
the second year in a row, with their hand made
ornaments and thoughtful interpretation of the
Nina Lepore {pic } of Troop 2772 holding the ornament she
made honoring the Village of Mamaroneck Fire Department

theme. They made ornaments to honor the many
organizations in the community who “gave the
light of love” by helping residents who struggled
this past year, particularly due to COVID and
Hurricane Ida. Featured on the ornaments were
logos of organizations such as The Community Resource Center, all of the local Police, Fire and Ambulance Services, The Larchmont Mamaroneck
Hunger Task Force and many houses of worship.
Girl Scout Leaders Fran Smith and Liz Haggerty coordinated ornament-making workshops,
continued on page 15
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The District Equity Team of Mamaroneck
Union Free School District Makes Progress
The District Equity Team (DET) has been busy
this year making progress towards the 2021-2022
DET Strategic Work Plan. At the Board of Education
Study Session on January 11th, the DET presented an
update on its work.
One of the Plan’s key priorities is “strengthening
and creating opportunities, access, and educational
quality for all students in our diverse community”.
The Board is working with regional equity consultant
Kiesha Lamb to complete an equity audit. This process includes collection and review of various forms
of data (academic, disciplinary, attendance, advanced
courses, surveys, etc.) to identify inequities and/or opportunity gaps within the school system.
Ms. Lamb - who has partnered with educators
and leaders across the nation researching, designing
and facilitating equity-based curricula visited the district Jan. 24-28, to interview and/or meet with building administrators, faculty, support staff, students
and parents. Her expertise will be valuable in helping
the school system.
In a letter to the school community, Kiesha
Lamb noted, “I have been contracted to formally
carry out an audit related to the state of your school
district’s Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion climate and
practices.
“As your Equity Consultant, I have been committed to getting to know your community and gathering
data beginning in July 2021.

“At this stage of the Equity Audit process, I will
be carrying out site visits at each school and inviting
students and their families, staff and community
members alike to share their knowledge and experiences with me. The final report will not include individual names of people who were interviewed, rather,
themes that highlight strengths and areas of growth.
Spanish interpretation will be provided, as needed.
“While I am visiting schools, I will be observing
and connecting with the community as naturally and
authentically as possible. With a focus on our students’ experiences, students may be interviewed as a
way of gathering data towards the findings related to
the audit’s essential questions:
“1. Do All students have opportunities and the
support to achieve the same outcomes or their highest potential?
“2. How do students and their families know
and partner in the district’s commitment to affirming
and including all members of the community?
“3. To achieve the district’s commitments to prioritize learning and leading towards Diversity, Equity,
and Inclusion, what pathways are provided to staff
and are created by staff?
“4. Within MUFSD, what expectations, practices, and policies currently exist to disrupt inequities
that occur on a daily basis?”
The final audit report with recommendations
will be completed by April 2022.
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Gov. Hochul Visits Mural Commissioned by
ArtsWestchester

Gov. Kathy Hochul toured murals commissioned by ArtsWestchester during a campaign visit to Westchester on Sunday, January 9.
The murals are in the lobby of 1 Martine
Ave., a new residential complex in White Plains
built by Ginsburg Development Companies. ArtsWestchester worked with Ginsburg Development
Companies to select paintings and sculpture for
the complex.
Raymond Saá, who exhibits his works na-
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tionally and internationally, painted the murals.
Saá is a graduate of Parsons School of Design, and
he works with collage, drawing and painting mediums.
Gov. Hochul, who is seeking reelection in November, attended a campaign event at One Martine Gallery in the complex.
One Martine Gallery is a contemporary art
gallery featuring original works, limited editions,
emerging art, sculpture, and decorative objects.

Catherine Borgia and Nancy Barr Selected to Lead Board for
2022-2023 Term
The Board of Legislators be(D - Yonkers) will serve as Majority
gan the 2022-2023 legislative term
Leader. Leg. Jose Alvarado (D – Yonelecting District 9 Leg. Catherine
kers) will serve as Majority Whip.
Borgia as Chair, and District 6 Leg.
Leg. Margaret Cunzio (C - Mount
Nancy Barr as Vice Chair, during a
Pleasant, Pleasantville, North Casspecial meeting on January 3, 2022.
tle) will serve as Minority Leader.
Borgia is only the second womLeg. James Nolan will serve as Mian to serve as Chair following the
nority Whip.
late Hon. Lois Bronz, who chaired
Borgia becomes Chair after a
the Board 20 years ago in 2002long career in public service: work2003. This is the first time in the L to R: Chairwoman Catherine
ing in the New York State Assembly
Board’s history that women will Borgia and Vice Chair Nancy Barr as a staffer for several years, serving
simultaneously fill both the Chair
on the Village of Ossining Board of
and Vice Chair posts.
Trustees, and then serving two terms as SuperviThe election of Borgia (D - Cortlandt, Croton sor of the Town of Ossining before being elected to
on Hudson, Ossining, Briarcliff Manor, Peekskill)
the Board of Legislators in 2012.
and Barr (D - Harrison, Rye Brook, Port Chester)
Borgia served as Chair of the Board’s Govfollowed the swearing in of all 17 legislators. Those
ernment Operations Committee in 2012-2013 and
sworn in include new Legislators Erika Pierce
then as the Democratic Majority Leader for the
(D- Bedford, Lewisboro, Mount Kisco, North Sa2014-2015 and 2016-2017 terms. She championed
lem, Pound Ridge, Somers) in District 2, Jewel
historic, life-changing legislation including the
Williams Johnson (D - Sleepy Hollow, Tarrytown,
Immigrant Protection Act, Employee Earned Sick
Elmsford, Greenburgh) in District 8, and James
Leave, Safe Leave, the Fair Chance to Work Act,
Nolan (R – Bronxville, Yonkers) in District 15. DisCo-op Disclosure, and the Wage History Discrimtrict 13 Leg. Tyrae Woodson-Samuels (D – Mount
ination Law.
Vernon) celebrated his first swearing into a full
She served as the Board’s Budget and Approterm on the Board. Leg. Christopher Johnson priations Committee Chair for the 2018-2019 and

2020-2021 terms. During that time, she worked
with the County Executive’s administration and
her colleagues on the Board to pass budgets that
cut the county’s property tax levy and rebuilt the
county’s reserve funds while investing in the county’s infrastructure and providing much needed
services for county residents, especially during a
global pandemic.
Borgia said, “I am humbled by the support
and confidence of my colleagues who elected me
as Chair of the Board of Legislators. I look forward
to working with the County Executive, our new
leadership team, the entire legislature, and our
partners in federal, state and local government,
to lead Westchester through this pandemic and
on to better days. We will continue to provide the
resources needed to help every resident of Westchester thrive.”
Nancy Barr comes to the office of Vice Chair
having served on the Blind Brook School Board for
six years, including as President and Vice President. Barr was first elected to the Board of Legislators for the 2018-2019 term.
Since joining the Board, Barr has worked
diligently on environmental issues, including
passage of a ban on expanded polystyrene food
containers and advocating for the expansion of

the county’s compostable waste program. She
has worked to protect county residents by introducing and passing the Wage Theft Law and
championing the creation of the county’s Advisory Board on People with Disabilities. She was instrumental in raising the age to purchase tobacco
from 18 to 21 years old.
Barr has served as Chair of the Law and Major Contracts and Environment and Health Committees, and represents the legislature on the Airport Advisory Board, Soil and Water Conservation
Board, and the Farmland Agriculture Board.
Barr said, “I am honored to have been selected by my colleagues to serve as Vice Chair of the
Board for the 2022-2023 term. We are fortunate
to have a Board comprised of many intelligent and
dedicated individuals and I am looking forward to
working with all of them to improve people’s lives
in Westchester County. I am especially excited to
serve with Chairwoman Borgia, as she has been
an exemplary role model for me over the last four
years. I believe that together we will be strong advocates for a safer, stronger and more sustainable
Westchester.”
“Women belong in all places where decisions
are being made,” once noted Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg.

Local High School Seniors Named Nation’s Top Scientists in
Regeneron Science Talent Search 2022
Society for Science (the Society) has announced the top 300 scholars in the Regeneron
Science Talent Search 2022, the nation’s oldest
and most prestigious science and math competition for high school seniors. The 300 scholars and
their schools will be awarded $2,000 each.
The Regeneron Science Talent Search scholars were selected from 1,804 applications received
from 603 high schools across 46 states, Washington, D.C., Puerto Rico and eight other countries.
Scholars were chosen based on their exceptional
research skills, commitment to academics, innovative thinking and promise as scientists as
demonstrated through the submission of their
original, independent research projects, essays
and recommendation. The 300 scholars hail from
185 American and international high schools in 37
states, China, Switzerland, and Singapore, including three homeschools.
Locally, Jerry Orans from Mamaroneck High
School was selected. From Harrison High School,
Mai Blaustein, Katherine Pflieger and Keelan Vaswani were selected.
The Regeneron Science Talent Search provides students with a national stage to present
original research and celebrates the hard work
and novel discoveries of young scientists who are
bringing a fresh perspective to significant global
challenges. This year, research projects cover topics from tracking countries’ progress on Sustainable Development Goals to the impact of states’
individual COVID-19 responses, and improving
the tools used to diagnose Alzheimer’s to analyz-

eron Science Talent Search scholars
for their remarkable contributions
and discoveries in the STEM field,” said
Christina Chan, Senior Vice President,
Corporate Communications and Citizenship at Regeneron. “We are honored to celebrate this new generation
of problem solvers who have demonstrated the depth of their innovative
thinking, commitment to continuous
learning, and ability to tackle global
challenges in creative ways.”
On January 20, 40 of the 300
scholars will be named Regeneron Science Talent Search finalists. The finalists will then compete for more than
$1.8 million in awards during a weeklong competition taking place March

Jerry Orens
ing the effects of virtual learning on education.
“Amid an unprecedented and ongoing global health crisis, we are incredibly inspired to see
such an extraordinary group of young leaders who
are using the power of STEM to solve the world’s
most intractable challenges,” said Maya Ajmera,
President and CEO of Society for Science, Publisher of Science News and 1985 Science Talent
Search alum. “The ingenuity and creativity that
each one of these scholars possesses has shown
just how much intellectual curiosity and passion
can thrive, even in difficult times.”
“Congratulations to this year’s 300 Regen-

Larchmont Ledger •

10-16.
The Regeneron Science Talent Search, a
program of Society for Science since 1942, is the
nation’s oldest and most prestigious science and
math competition for high school seniors. Each
year, nearly 2,000 student entrants submit original research in critically important scientific
fields of study and are judged by leading experts in
their fields. Unique among high school competitions in the U.S. and around the world, the Regeneron Science Talent Search focuses on identifying,
inspiring and engaging the nation’s most promising young scientists who are creating the ideas
that could solve society’s most urgent challenges.
In 2017, Regeneron became only the third
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sponsor of the Science Talent Search as a way to
help reward and celebrate the best and brightest
young minds and encourage them to pursue careers in STEM as a way to positively impact the
world. Through its 10-year, $100 million commitment, Regeneron nearly doubled the overall award
distribution to $3.1 million annually, increasing the top award to $250,000 and doubling the
awards for the top 300 scholars and their schools
to $2,000 each to inspire more young people to engage in science.
Program alumni include recipients of the
world’s most coveted science and math honors,
including 13 Nobel Prizes, 11 National Medals of
Science, six Breakthrough Prizes, 22 MacArthur
Foundation Fellowships and two Fields Medals.
Learn
more
at https://www.societyforscience.org/regeneron-sts/.
Society for Science is dedicated to the
achievement of young scientists in independent
research and to public engagement in science.
Established in 1921, the Society is a nonprofit
whose vision is to promote the understanding
and appreciation of science and the vital role
it plays in human advancement. Through its
world-class competitions, including the Regeneron Science Talent Search, the Regeneron International Science and Engineering Fair, the
Broadcom MASTERS, and its award-winning
magazine, Science News and Science News for
Students, Society for Science is committed to inform, educate, and inspire. Learn more at www.
societyforscience.org

Virtual Inauguration Ceremony for Latimer
and Jenkins

After leading Westchester County with transparency,
fairness and heart for the past
four years, Westchester County Executive George Latimer
was officially sworn in on January 3, for his second and final
term as County Executive.
Latimer took the oath of office alongside Deputy County
Executive Ken Jenkins, during
a virtual inauguration ceremony at the Michaelian Office
Building in White Plains.
The program was emceed
by County Attorney John Nonna and opened with prayers
from Reverend Troy DeCohen,
Pastor, Mt. Vernon Heights Westchester County Executive George Latimer sworn in by New York State Supreme
Congregational Church and Court Justice Thomas Quiñones
Rabbi Leora Frankel, Associate Rabbi, Larchmont Temple. The prayers were utive George Latimer for his leadership throughout the unprecedented COVID-19 pandemic and
followed by a virtual Pledge of Allegiance by Boy
know that we will take the four years we have
Scouts Troop 165 Yorktown and a stunning rendition of the National Anthem by County Correction ahead of us to achieve much more success.”
Latimer’s Oath was administered by New
Officer Joetta Crump.
York State Supreme Court Justice Thomas Quiñones, 9th Judicial District, while
Jenkins’s Oath was administered by Administrative Judge Anne Minihan, 9th
Judicial District.
During his tenure as County Executive, Latimer has upheld an impressive
record of achievements including three
consecutive County property tax cuts and
credit rating stabilization. He is also responsible for bringing several long-standing infrastructure projects to fruition,
including updates to Playland Park and
the North and South County Trailways.
Latimer has broken ground on the restoration of Memorial Field in Mount Vernon and unveiled the County’s 9/11 First
Responders Memorial on the 20th Anniversary of the September 11 attacks, dedDeputy County Executive Ken Jenkins sworn in by
icated to the heroes who passed away from 9/11
Administrative Judge Anne Minihan
related illnesses.
Latimer also worked with various stakeholdLatimer said, “The first four years of our aders on key social justice reform during his first
ministration were all about fixing what was broterm, including the Police Reform and Reimaginken. We inherited a number of fiscal problems
ing Task Force, banning Gay Conversion Therapy,
and first and foremost, we needed to get Westchester County back on solid financial ground. signing the Anti-Wage Theft Law and the Wage
History Anti-Discrimination Law among others.
But more than that, we created a template that
He worked to electrify the County’s Bee-Line Bus
results matter to us. We did not accept that we
Fleet and modernize all County facilities for a
couldn’t build a new family court in New Rochelle. We did not accept that the historic Elijah green future.
Latimer continues to lead Westchester
J. Miller House was going to collapse. We did not
County through the unprecedented COVID-19
accept that Sprain Ridge Pool would not be open
again for children and families to enjoy. We be- pandemic as the County continues to rebound,
rebuild and move forward. He will reveal his top
lieve in results. We are doing everything we can
to improve the lives of Westchester County’s resi- priorities for his second term in the coming days
and weeks ahead.
dents, and that is exactly what we plan to do with
Following the administration of the Oaths of
the second term that is before us.”
Jenkins said, “We accomplished a lot during the County Executive and Deputy County Execuour first term in office, and we have a lot that we tive and the second inaugural address by Latimer,
can feel proud of. We are finally starting to see real the program concluded with closing prayers by
progress in every aspect across our County, on Imam Shaffieq Chace from Westchester Muslim
Center and Reverend Timothy Dalton, Senior Pasinfrastructure projects, environmental upgrades
and key social justice issues. I thank County Exec- tor, First Baptist Church of White Plains.
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Food Assistance Hotline Now Available
Through DSS
Westchester County is prepared to offer food assistance for residents and families
having difficulty getting access to food while
under isolation from COVID-19. The food assistance service is available to any Westchester County resident. To find out more information, call the Westchester County Department
of Social Services at (914) 995-5566. Assistance
is available from Monday through Friday, 9
a.m. to 5 p.m.
Westchester County Executive George
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Latimer said, “The COVID-19 pandemic
continues to effect each and every one of
us. Westchester County is dedicated to providing assistance to residents affected by
COVID-19 and having access to healthy, nutritious food is not something we want our
residents to struggle with. If you have been
advised to isolate or quarantine due to a positive COVID-19 test result or an exposure,
please do not hesitate to reach out to get the
food that you and your family need.”

Supervisor Eney Expresses Concern Regarding Census Re-Districting Changes
they live in. The Sound Shore is split in half
and that makes it really difficult to advocate
for regional issues like flooding and Long Island Sound. The proposed map is available
on https://www.nyirc.gov.
Assemblyman
Steve Otis and NYS Senator Shelley Mayer are
strenuously advocating for us. Contact Steve
at otisS@nyassembly.gov; Mayer at smayer@
nysenate.gov.”
At the Work Session, Town Engineer
Robert Wasp discussed working with Mamaroneck Village’s Counsel, preparing the Intermunicipal Agreement (IMA) for Waverly Avenue Bridge project over the Sheldrake River

BY STEPHEN E. LIPKEN

Supervisor Jaine Elkind Eney opened the
Wednesday, January 19th Mamaroneck Town
Board Meeting, expressing deep concern regarding re-Districting due to the 2020 Census.
“After every United States Census, which
happens every 10 years, the Congressional
Map will be redrawn to reflect the change in
population,” Eney said. “The problem is that
the current proposed Congressional Map
splits both the Village of Mamaroneck and
Town of Mamaroneck into two Congressional
Districts.
“Larchmont and a part of Mamaroneck
would be in a District that includes the Northeast Bronx and part of Queens. Also, that District would be split from the other Sound
Shore communities.
This is going to dilute our voices and
make it harder to get attention to issues that
are specific to our community, like floods and
makes it more difficult for our local officials
to interface with the Federal Government.

Westchester Social Studies Teachers
Participate in Holocaust Education Seminar
Mamaroneck Supervisor Jaine Elkind Eney
“It also creates confusion among the residents, who are not sure which District that

Westchester County Board of Health to
Recognize Adult and Youth Volunteers
The Westchester County Board of Health
is now seeking nominations for the 2022 Public Health Service Awards. The Board wants
to recognize adults, young people and notfor-profit programs whose volunteer efforts
have demonstrated creativity and compassion in response to the enduring COVID-19
pandemic, and who have helped improve
public health in Westchester.
The Board encourages community leaders, healthcare professionals, educators and
residents to nominate worthy people or programs by February 8 using the nomination
forms at https://health.westchestergov.com/
news/public-health-awards
“Adults, teenagers and organizations
have been inspired to help our community in innovative ways during this prolonged
COVID-19 pandemic,” said Robert Baker, MD,
president of the Westchester County Board of
Health. “This year, the Board again would like
to salute these extraordinary people and programs. By highlighting their volunteerism,
we hope to inspire others to promote and
protect public health in Westchester.”
The Dr. Harold Keltz Distinguished
Public Health Service Award is presented
annually to a person or community-based
organization, whose efforts have made an extraordinary contribution to the public health
of Westchester residents, but who is not professionally engaged in public health work.
The J.R. Tesone Youth Public Health Service Award is an annual award to a student
up to age 21 for his or her creative contribution to public health in Westchester. The
award was created in 2014 in memory of J.R.
Tesone, a Board of Health member with a

that will incorporate a new sidewalk. “The
D.O.T. informed us that bridge maintenance
does not cover sidewalks,” Wasp noted. “We
need a separate IMA to address this. Upon
completion, the Town and Village will be responsible for maintenance of the adjacent
sidewalk.
“The detour will be on Fenimore Avenue
down to White Plains Road. Construction will
be done in 9 to 10 months. We want to make
sure that our Board and Village are comfortable with plans, with D.O.T’s blessing before
we authorize this,” Wasp concluded.

lifelong commitment to Westchester County
children.
The Board also will highlight the compassion, creativity and commitment demonstrated by a select group of nominees, who
will be named Public Health Honorees.
These awards will be announced and
presented in April to spotlight National Public Health Week, and the honorees and their
achievements will be featured on the Health
Department’s web pages. Last year’s youth
winners provided meal deliveries and other
COVID-19 relief to first responders and families. Recent youthful winners have promoted youth awareness of the dangers of vaping,
advocated for restrictions on tobacco sales,
promoted awareness of the opioid crisis,
increased sustainability and Earth Day programming, advocated for children affected
by cancer or created an app to foster communication between teens with Type 1 diabetes.
Adult volunteers were recognized last
year for raising thousands of dollars and distributing PPE and meals to first responders
and families with COVID-19, and for providing food, cash and case management to new
immigrants affected by the pandemic.
Previous awards were for promoting
awareness of mental health and addiction
among young people, promoting the construction and preservation of affordable
housing, and advocating for comprehensive
mental health care for low-income residents.
Non-profit programs also have been selected
for their work to reduce health disparities,
improve health literacy and improve access
to care.
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How do you decide what facts to include in a
history textbook? How do the facts not included
change the narrative? How do you tackle teaching the topic of the Holocaust? A diverse group
of teachers from Westchester County grappled
with these issues and more during a recent daylong educational seminar hosted by the Holocaust
and Human Rights Education Center (HHREC)
in White Plains, the Westchester Lower Hudson
Council of Social Studies teachers, and The Yeshiva University Emil A. and Jenny Fish Center for
Holocaust and Genocide Studies Center at Yeshiva
University.
More than 20 High School and Middle School
History and Social Studies teachers from Westchester County engaged in the December program that was based on New York State mandated
guidelines for Social Studies curriculum for high
schoolers and provided professional development credits to the teachers. During the seminar,
teachers including Susan Chester of the Eastchester School District, President of the Westchester
Lower Hudson Council for the Social Studies, participated in hands-on activities including an exercise playing the role of a history textbook author.
Each teacher was tasked with ranking in order the
important contributing factors as they developed
historical narratives from different points of view.
The program featured guest lecturer Dr.
Shay Pilnik, Director of the Fish Center for Holocaust and Genocide Studies. Participating schools
included: Briarcliff High School; Byram Hills High
School; Eastchester Middle School; HC Crittenden
Middle School; Hommocks Middle School, Mamaroneck; Iona Prep Lower School, New Rochelle;
Mahopac High School; New Rochelle High School;
Peekskill Middle School; Pelham Memorial High
School; Valhalla High School; Woodlands Middle
High School; and Sleepy Hollow Middle School.
“For an educator, the greatest challenge in
teaching the Holocaust is not the transmission of
the facts - these are well-established and well-documented,” said Dr. Pilnik. “The hardest part is to put
these facts together into a story, a narrative, and
understand the most fundamental question, which
lies at the core of Holocaust education - why?”
Feedback from the teachers was positive. “My
unit on the Holocaust is coming up in a few weeks,
and I will include some of the activities from this
day in my plans” said one teacher. The educators
expressed their gratitude for the hosts in coming
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together with teachers from other districts, and
the feelings of loneliness in trying to cover such
broad and complex subjects. One teacher said,
“I am definitely using “blackout poetry” with my
students.” Another teacher was quoted as saying,
“ My students come to my class knowing more
about Zombie Nazis from Call of Duty than actual
facts about the Holocaust.”
According to Steve Goldberg, Co-Director of
the HHREC, “The teachers welcomed the chance
to be students again and left the day armed with
tangible lesson plans that could be used in the
classroom, a list of additional online resources,
and a broader understanding of the key elements
of the Holocaust.”
This program was developed and led by Steven Goldberg and Julie Scallero, Co-Directors of
the HHREC; Lois Roman, Sari Sheinfeld and Dr,
Shay Pilnik from the Fish Center at Yeshiva University; and Westchester Lower Hudson Council
of Social Studies teachers. The program partners
emphasized the need to shape and reshape Holocaust education in the 21st century as a key element to keep the subject relevant in today’s world,
and expressed how important designing innovative educational modules for teaching the basics
about the Holocaust is in today’s modern culture.
Recent surveys have shown that young American’s
retention of Holocaust facts is quite low.
The missions of the HHREC and the Fish
Center include presenting and promoting local
community educational opportunities which offer lessons from the Holocaust to protect the right
of all people to be treated with dignity and respect.
These organizations present the Holocaust as a
unique event in history which should be studied
by all young people to help improve the world’s
level of tolerance.

OUR DOCTORS. YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD.
We are pleased to welcome the cardiology group of Drs. Mitchell Fishbach, Gary Gabelman, Gabriela Grasa, Douglas Hart, and Anthony Mercando
to White Plains Hospital Physician Associates. Specializing in preventative and non-invasive cardiology, nuclear cardiology, and echocardiography, these
experienced cardiologists are now seeing patients at the new Center for Advanced Medicine & Surgery, 122 Maple Avenue in White Plains.

To schedule an appointment, please call (914) 849-4800 or visit wphpa.org. Virtual visits are available.

WHITE PLAINS HOSPITAL IS A MEMBER OF THE MONTEFIORE HEALTH SYSTEM
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The LM Lions and Sedona Donates in Support of Alzheimer’s Association
Mamaroneck’s Sedona Taphouse’s Mondays
Dine Out for Charity dedicated November and December in support of The Alzheimer’s Association and the
Larchmont Mamaroneck Lions Foundation, raising
$1270 for each group. Sedona dedicates a full month
of Mondays throughout the year in support of local
charities and service groups. This unique 2 month
pairing launched joint efforts between the Lions and
Alzheimer’s.
Sedona’s support also helped raise awareness of
Alzheimer’s and dementia during November, which
was National Family Caregiver Month and National
Alzheimer’s Disease Awareness Month.
The Larchmont Mamaroneck Lions focus on
supporting existing non-profit and community service groups, by bringing leaders together to determine

needs, solutions and resources. The LM Lions Foundation is their 501c3 service fund, to encourage community partnerships and matching donations in support
of local needs and Lions’ causes.
Both the Alzheimer’s Association and the LM Lions are pleased to be the recipient of Sedona’s support
and to be partnered together.
The LM Lions are part of Lions Clubs International, the world’s largest service organization of over
1.4 million members. The Lions have 6 core causes. It’s

signature cause Vision/Blindness, along with Hunger,
the Environment, Diabetes, Childhood Cancer and the
future of our Youth. They are signatories of the United
Nations resolutions on women’s and refugee rights. To
learn more about the LM Lions, visit: http://www.lmlionsclub.org
The Alzheimer’s Association leads the way to end
Alzheimer’s and all other dementia — by accelerating
global research, driving risk reduction and early detection, and maximizing quality care and support.

Left to Right: Esther McCarthy Hudson Valley Alzheimer’s
Association, Sedona’s Bill Jablonski, LM Lio

START PLANNING
SPRING BREAK

TURN YOUR GOLD INTO CASH!
Specializing in Jewelry Repairs
Done in Your Presence
Diamond Settings ∙ Custom Pieces ∙ Pearl Restringing
Watch Repairs ∙ Custom Engagement Rings

10 - 50% Off
Selected Merchandise
We Purchase Gold, Diamonds &
Estate Jewelry

TURN YOUR GOLD & DIAMONDS INTO
CASH OR TRADE-IN

2103 Boston Post Road, Larchmont, NY

914-833-9394

RESULTS THAT MOVE YOU

Plan your luxury retreat or private
hideaway adventure with us.
Trust Bayside Travel and book
with confidence!

HOLLY GLUCK
Service. Expertise. Vision.
Licensed Real Estate Salesperson
NY, CT, SRES Certified

914.833.8880
www.luxurytravelservice.com

(M) 914.715.0098 (O) 914.967.1300
hollygluck@bhhswestchester.com
hollygluck.bhhswestchester.com
2 Elm Place, Suite 2 Rye, NY 10580
©2021 BHH Affiliates, LLC. An independently owned and operated franchisee of BHH Affiliates, LLC.
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices and the Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices symbol are registered service
marks of Columbia Insurance Company, a Berkshire Hathaway affiliate. Equal Housing Opportunity.
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Your home.
Our mission.
Trust the Styer team to help you buy or sell in Larchmont,
Mamaroneck and beyond.
"Allan, along with his wife Colleen, went the extra mile to try and ensure my mother had
a smooth and successful selling experience. I am very grateful Allan and Colleen were
there to help my mother through the inevitably stressful process of selling a home."
— Jordan, Seller
Allan Styer
Licensed Associate R.E. Broker
allan.styer@compass.com
M: 914.908.0544

Colleen Styer
Licensed R.E. Salesperson
colleen.styer@compass.com
M: 914.908.0546

Larchmont Ofﬁce: 140 Larchmont Avenue Larchmont NY 10538
They Styer Team is a team of real estate agents afﬁliated with compass. Compass is a licensed real estate broker and abides by equal housing opportunity laws.

MHS Students Share Proposal to Increase Voter Participation
BY LINNET TSE

At the January 11 Zoom meeting of the Larchmont-Mamaroneck Local Summit, four Mamaroneck
High School (MHS) seniors presented their proposal
to increase voter participation in the Village of Mamaroneck. Their project is an example of the work being
done by students in MHS’s Original Civic Research and
Action (OCRA) Program, led by Social Studies teacher
and program founder, Joe Liberti.
Introducing the four-year OCRA program, Liberti said that it is designed to “create civically-minded
problem-solvers for life.” By guiding the students as
they “identify needs in their community and develop/
implement community-based civic action projects with
the assistance of local mentors/experts,” Liberti hopes
to equip students with the civic leadership skills and
capacity to “make positive change in their community.”
For students Daniel Marsh, Jackson Owen, Justin
Solis, and Olivia Sundin, this project is the culmination
of four years of work and has the potential to have a very
positive impact on their community. The goal of their
proposal is to increase voter participation in local elections.
In the Village of Mamaroneck (VoM), Justin explained that elections are currently held annually each
November on Election Day. The two-year terms for the
village trustees and the mayor are staggered, resulting in
an election being held every year.
Analyzing data for the last ten years, the students
found that local elections in the Village of Mamaroneck
faced low voter turnout, particularly in off-cycle election years. (An off-cycle election year is one that is not
aligned with Federal or mid-term elections.) Jackson
shared that their analysis indicated that the average

turnout for on-cycle elections was 37% higher than
off-cycle elections.
Daniel pointed out that based on the VoM data,
off-cycle elections have the additional issue of skewing
the composition of the population voting towards white
voters. According to their analysis, in VoM precincts
with higher Hispanic populations, the voter turnout in
off-cycle elections is lower than in districts with a higher
white population.
To increase and broaden voter participation in
local elections, the students developed a proposal that
would align the timing of local elections with Federal
elections, eliminating off-cycle elections altogether. Per
their proposal, terms for trustees and the mayor would
increase from the current two years to four years, with
terms still being staggered. Justin noted that New York
State Village Law allows a local Board of Trustees to
make such changes by “permissive referendum.”
Their proposal has precedent. They shared three
recent examples of municipal elections being aligned
with the Federal election, in Baltimore, Austin, and
Phoenix. They found that in all three cases, the turnout
for elections in on-cycle years was 3-4 times higher than
in off-cycle years.

Larchmont Ledger •

As for lengthening terms from two to four years,
Olivia pointed out that per NYS law, all towns have fouryear terms for board members. She quoted Town of
Mamaroneck Trustee Abby Katz, who, speaking in favor
of four-year terms, said, “With a 4-year term you can advocate for projects and are there to steer them through
to completion.”
In addition to increasing voter turnout, their research also suggested that aligning the timing of local
and Federal elections would have the additional benefit
of reducing costs, both to administrating bodies and voters themselves.
County Executive George Latimer applauded
their efforts, suggesting that this is an important issue
that goes beyond the Village of Mamaroneck. However,
the County Executive expressed the concern that local
issues and candidates could be subsumed under the
broader presidential/gubernatorial discussion if local
elections were always held at the same time as Federal/
larger elections. He suggested that the students look
into this potential issue further.
In terms of next steps, the students are working towards getting their proposal included as a referendum
on the Village of Mamaroneck’s November 2022 ballot.
Key will be securing the support of the current Village
of Mamaroneck trustees. In 2021, they met with each
Village Trustee to review their findings and discuss their
proposal but ran out of time to get it on the 2021 ballot.
They will be renewing those efforts shortly.
Asked how the community could be helpful, the
students suggested that residents contact the VoM mayor and trustees to voice support for putting their initiative on the ballot in November. They are working hard
to educate the community about their research and
recommendations.
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AFGHAN REFUGEES
NEED OUR HELPING HANDS
SUPPORT. PLEDGE. HELP RESETTLE.
We need to do everything possible
to be ready to resettle our wartime
allies and their families.

TO FIND OUT HOW YOU CAN HELP NOW EMAIL:

Hello@Heartsandhomesforrefugees.org
www.heartsandhomesforrefugees.org

Note: The students’ presentation is on the Local
Summit website: https://bit.ly/SummitPresentation_
Jan11 .

Celebrating 20 Years in Business!
1895 Palmer Avenue, Larchmont NY 10538

(914) 834-9888

Live Entertainment & Belly Dancers!
Call for Schedule

Dine in • Catering Available • Delivery Within 5 Miles
TurqGourmet1895@gmail.com

Order Online

turquoiseny.com
Hours: Mon - Sat, Noon to 11 pm & Sun 5 - 9 pm

EXPERIENCE THE ELEGANCE
OF

AT

Join Now!

At Rothman Orthopaedics, we are exceptionally
specialized. We not only specialize in orthopaedics,
each of our physicians only focuses on one area of
the body. Which means you can have the confidence
that you can get past pain and be what you were.

RothmanNY.com | 866.931.0035

HAMPSHIRE

Limited Memberships Available for 2022
HAMPTON GOLF RECIPROCAL PROGRAM

MEMBERS HAVE THE PRIVILEGE TO ACCESS MORE THAN 300 CLUBS AROUND THE WORLD

We have the remedy to socially distance in a
safe, secure and clean environment!
Contact Dorothy Palomares at 914.698.4610 ext. 214 or dpalomares@hampshireclub.com

HAMPSHIRE COUNTRY CLUB

1025 Cove Road Mamaroneck, New York 10543
www.hampshireclub.com
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Houlihan Lawrence Stronger Together Campaign Raises Over $125,000 for Breast Cancer
Awareness
Continuing a proud tradition that dates back
25 years, Houlihan Lawrence’s real estate professionals from across its 30 office teams once again
came together this fall in support of Breast Cancer
Awareness month, the company’s largest philanthropic initiative.
This year, the company’s Stronger Together
Campaign raised more than $125,000 with four
fund-raising events. The events were:
•
American Cancer Society Making
Strides Against Breast Cancer Walk held October
17 at Manhattanville College.
•
American Cancer Society Real Men
Wear Pink held virtually from September through
October. The initiative gives men a leadership role
in the fight against breast cancer.
•
Miles of Hope Community Walk for
Breast Cancer held October 3 at James Baird State
Park.
•
Support Connection Walk With Us,
Wherever You Are, held October 3. The event
raised funds for free breast and ovarian cancer

support services. Houlihan Lawrence is proud
to partner with Support Connection for over 25
years!
The top fundraising teams at Houlihan Lawrence were:
The Rye Brokerage team raised $20,158, led
by Marianna Amato and Bonnie Carnavalla, both
recognized as “Tenacious Ten Pacesetters 2021” by
ACS. (These are the first 10 participants to reach
Pacesetter status by raising $2,500 or more).
The Scarsdale Brokerage team raised $15,145,
led by Nancy Chochrek and Avisia Limato.
The Greenwich and Riverside Brokerage
teams raised $11,154, led by Jennifer Carretta.
The Chappaqua Brokerage team raised
$7,156, led by Lori Meringolo.
And the Thoroughbred Title team, a Houlihan Lawrence affiliate raised $6,969, led by Eric
Swarthout.
“We are so proud that our Houlihan Lawrence family collectively raised over $125,000 in
support of Breast Cancer Awareness this year.

A New Start for Youth Mentorship in
Westchester County
The Westchester chapter of Big Brothers Big Sisters (BBBS) has announced that it
has spun off to become its own entity from
Family Services of Westchester (FSW), the
social service agency that has sponsored it
for the past 64 years. Effective immediately, BBBS is an independent 501(c)(3) agency
officially named Big Brothers Big Sisters
of Westchester County, Inc. The regional
chapter of the federation of Big Brothers Big
Sisters of America will now be headquartered at 10 Midland Avenue in Port Chester.
“This is the logical next step in the evolution of our mission to help the youth of
Westchester and Putnam counties achieve
their full potential,” said Valerie Brown,
executive director of Big Brothers Big Sis- Big Brother Arthur Gill takes Little Brother Dameon Moody to an
ters of Westchester County, Inc. “We are exciting outing.
extremely excited about increasing our powerful
where children between the ages of 7 and 17 (Litprograms and overall presence in our community
tles), who are facing adversity, are matched with
during 2022 and beyond.”
adult role models, ages 21 or older (Bigs) to spend
“As this transformation takes place, Family Ser4-6 hours of time together during 2 scheduled low
vices of Westchester will continue to refer children in
or no-cost outings per month; Site-Based Mentoneed of mentors to our organization, as we will conring, in which Littles enjoy structured activities
tinue to refer our families to FSW for much needed
with their Bigs, including homework help, art
ancillary services,” adds Brown. “We have built a strong
projects, games, career exploration, and one-onsupport network with them these past six decades and
one quality time; Waitlist Events - fun, monthly
that’s something that will not change for our children
group events like bingo and bowling designed for
and families, who can expect the same conscientious
children who are waiting to be matched with an
level of care and collaboration in all of our programs.”
adult mentor; Big Futures College and Vocational
Independence from FSW will allow BBBS of
Training that provides educational guidance to
Westchester to expand its mission to serve more
help Littles graduate from high school and earn
children in need and attract more volunteers withscholarships to colleges or post-secondary vocain broader geographic and programmatic areas.
tional programs; Virtual Tutor, a two-hour-perBrown notes that organizational independence
week commitment during the school year helping
from FSW will also help streamline the BBBS
a child with his or her studies and homework.
grant application process, reduce intra-agency
A ceremonial Open House Ribbon Cutting
competition for various capital supply and allow
event in the new office space is targeted for early
the new chapter to participate in, and benefit
spring and as always, the organization’s Annual
from, national BBBS fundraising initiatives.
Appeal will occur in February.
Current key initiatives of BBBS of WestchesVisit www.bigswestchester.org for more inter County include: Community-Based Mentoring,
formation.
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Houlihan Lawrence teams at American Cancer Society Making Strides Against Breast Cancer Walk held October 17 at
Manhattanville College in Purchase
We congratulate everyone’s hard work and commitment to make 2021 another record-breaking
fundraising year in our company’s history. This
long-standing tradition is an incredibly important
cause for all of us,” said Liz Nunan, President and
CEO of Houlihan Lawrence.
Over the past 25 years, Houlihan Lawrence’s
Stronger Together Campaign has raised nearly $2
million for Breast Cancer Awareness.

“Houlihan Lawrence has been an avid supporter of Making Strides in Westchester for decades, and its employees are fiercely committed to
our mission to save more lives from breast cancer,”
said Sheila Bogan, Development Manager at the
American Cancer Society. “We are so grateful for
this continued partnership and beyond thrilled to
see the company’s impact grow as our presenting
sponsor for this year’s walk.”

Covid Testing and Vaccinations at
Westchester County Center
Along with hosting a COVID-19 testing center, the Westchester County Center has opened
to pediatric vaccinations and booster shots. The
Westchester County Department of Health is running the vaccination and booster clinic, with testing occurring at different times than vaccine and
booster clinics and will be in a different section of
the County Center. Additionally, the facility will
be thoroughly cleaned in between testing and vaccination and booster times.
Westchester County Executive George Latimer said, “We have the space; we have it set up
as a medical facility so offering testing, as well as

vaccinations and boosters, makes sense and it is
what the people of this County need right now. I
want to thank the Westchester County Health
Department for getting these clinics up and running. I encourage everyone to get vaccinated, get
your children vaccinated and get boosted. Getting
COVID vaccinated, as opposed to not vaccinated,
can be the difference between requiring hospitalization and just having mild symptoms.”
Boosters are for ages 12+, Pfizer for age 12-17,
Pfizer/Moderna/J&J for age 18+. Pediatric vaccines are for ages 5-11, Pfizer
continued on page 13

Save the Sound Westchester Office Moves to
Larchmont

The New John and Daria Barry Foundation Water Quality Laboratory is almost complete!
The Save the Sound organization has outgrown their current space in Mamaroneck and is
in the process of moving to a new office in Larchmont that provides for their growing staff, more
storage, and the John and Daria Barry Foundation
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Water Quality Laboratory which will be a bigger,
better lab that will help ensure clean water! In
January, the finishing touches were being made
on the second floor space at 1385 Boston Post
Road, Larchmont.

Planning for Family Members with Special Needs

BY: BERNARD A. KROOKS, CERTIFIED ELDER LAW ATTORNEY

Estate planning is very important. If done
properly, you can make things easier for yourself
and your loved ones. Without proper planning,
there is the potential for unnecessary court involvement, increased legal fees, higher taxes,
and other complications. If you are the parent
of a child with a disability, the stakes go up exponentially. It is critical that your own estate plan
addresses a number of issues that could arise as
a result of your child’s disability. For example: (1)
Does your child have the capacity to manage any
inheritance you might leave him? (2) What effect,
if any, will the receipt of the inheritance have on

any government benefits, such as Social Security or medical coverage, the child is receiving or
is expected to receive in the future? and (3) Who
will replace you? We know that no one can truly
replace a parent; however, we still must have a
plan in place to ensure that everything you do for
your child continues to get done when you are no
longer here. Figuring out this piece of the puzzle
could be the most important thing for you to do!
One crucial step in helping you accomplish
your objective of providing the best quality of life
for your child in the most financially secure way is
the establishment of a trust. While we have often
stressed the importance of utilizing trusts in your
estate plan, they have particular value when you
have a child with a disability. If you leave your property to the trustee of a trust instead of leaving the
property outright to your child with disabilities, the
trustee can manage and invest the trust assets for
the benefit of your child. If a professional trustee is
chosen, then the funds will be professionally managed and invested, and the trustee will take care of
all tax filings and accountings. The trustee should
also make sure that all proper expenditures of trust
assets are made for the benefit of your child at the
appropriate time. Selection of the proper trustee

TABLE HOPPING with Morris Gut
Valentine’s Day: A Time for Romance
Amore! The coupling of good food and
wine with the sensual is the aphrodisiac of
literature and verse through the ages. Pucker
up! Valentine’s Day is Monday, Feb. 14th. Warm
things up a bit, make a whole weekend out of it!
Restaurants and nightspots throughout Westchester are gearing up to serve some of their
most titillating specialties. Here is an eclectic
round-up of delectable dishes and dining venues for you and your loved one and don’t forget
to reserve early…FOLLOW CURRENT COVID
PROTOCOLS AND STAY SAFE!
ROBUST ITALIAN OUT OF A DINER AT
TRATTORIA VIVOLO!
Chef-owner Dean Vivolo and his friendly
staff are on top of their game. His robust regional Italian cuisine is served out of a restored
diner just across from Harrison's Metro-North
station. Sit at the counter, tuck into a booth, or
take a table in the rear greenhouse and enjoy
the surprising contemporary and traditional flavors emanating from his kitchen: tasty
thin-crusted pizza; fresh old-fashioned Meatballs and Sausage; Crostino di Polenta, topped
with wild mushrooms, gorgonzola, and tomato
sauce; Paglia e Fieno; Lasagna Bolognese al Forno; Italian Stir-Fry; Osso Buco, tender braised
veal shank; occasional Roasted Porchetta. Good
wine list. Sparkling lights evenings. Closed
Mondays. Free parking. Trattoria Vivolo, 301
Halstead Ave., Harrison. 914-835-6199 www.
trattoriavivolo.com
COCKTAILS & A VIEW AT LA PICCOLA CASA!
Thru the years Chef Walter Ricci worked
many popular kitchens in greater Westchester including the former Umberto’s in Rye and
Giorgio’s in Port Chester. The restaurant is

housed in the landmark DeLancey House where
author James Fenimore Cooper lived for a time
across from scenic Harbor Island Park in Mamaroneck. Walter will be serving his new updated menu featuring many of his well-known
specialties: Italian classics with concentration on the finest ingredients. There’s terrific
Baked Clams, Seafood Pasta, and Rack of Lamb.
Pastas are terrific, especially with seafood.
The restaurant is open 7 days a week for lunch
and dinner. Free street parking. Reservations
accepted. La Piccola Casa, 410 W. Boston Post
Road, Mamaroneck. Phone: 914-777-3766.
DINE PARISIENNE-STYLE AT ENCORE BISTRO!
One of my favorite French eateries is bustling Encore Bistro in Larchmont where proprietor David Masliah and Chef Erwin Perez
serve such hearty bistro favorites as: delicious
Tartin de Tomates, Moules Provencales, a fabulous Salade Parisienne, along with St. Jacques
au buerre blance and Steak Frites as a main
course. (It’s hard to stay away from their rendition sweetbreads!) Plates du Jour, too. Great
French fries here, the real thing! For dessert
there are classic versions of Tarte Tatin and
Profiteroles. Great deal: there is a 3-course
lunch for $19.50 served Monday thru Saturday. Open 7 days for lunch, dinner, and Sunday
brunch. Cozy bar. Encore, 22 Chatsworth Ave.,
Larchmont. 914-833-1661 www.encore-bistro.
com
(Morris Gut is a restaurant marketing consultant and former restaurant trade magazine
editor. He has been tracking and writing about
the food and dining scene in greater Westchester for 30 years. He may be reached at: 914-2356591. E-mail: gutreactions@optonline.net)
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is critical to ensure that your estate plan is carried
out the way you envisioned it. Another benefit of a
trust is that, if drafted properly, the assets owned
by the trust will not disqualify your child from any
government benefits he receives or might receive
in the future.
One of the many benefits of trusts is that they
can be specifically tailored to meet the individual
needs of your child. Other times, it makes sense to
give the trustee broad discretion to do what is best
for your child in terms of when and what types of
distributions may be made. Importantly, the trust
must be drafted as a “special needs trust.” This
will help ensure that your child will have access to
government benefits and the trustee will also be
able to pay for things that will improve the quality of life of your child that are not provided by the
government programs.
Every special needs trust will be different
since each child and his situation is different. To
the extent possible, your child may be engaged in
the decision-making, and a good trustee will encourage that. In fact, the trust can even provide
that the trustee can make an annual contribution
(currently limited to $16,000) to an ABLE account
for the beneficiary — giving even more autonomy

and direct benefit to your child with a disability.
ABLE accounts are not subject to income tax and
do not adversely affect the beneficiary’s access to
government benefits.
It is critical that you work with an experienced
attorney who is knowledgeable in special needs
trusts and special needs planning. While there are
many lawyers who do this type of work, many of the
best-known and most experienced belong to the
Special Needs Alliance (www.specialneedsalliance.
org), an invitation-only group of lawyers who have
met the rigorous requirements in order to become
members. They are far from the only choice, but
they are often a good place to start.
Bernard A. Krooks, Esq., is a founding partner
of Littman Krooks LLP. He was named 2021 “Lawyer of the Year” by Best Lawyers in America® for
excellence in Elder Law and has been honored as
one of the “Best Lawyers” in America since 2008.
He was elected to the Estate Planning Hall of Fame
by the National Association of Estate Planners &
Councils (NAEPC). Krooks is past Chair of the Elder
Law Committee of the American College of Trust
and Estate Counsel (ACTEC). Mr. Krooks may be
reached at (914-684-2100) or by visiting the firm’s
website at www.elderlawnewyork.com.

Larchmont to Begin Budget Season

BY MAYOR LORRAINE WALSH

Since our fiscal year begins June 1, we must
approve a final budget by May 1. Over the next two
months (beginning February 7) the Board will be
holding special budget sessions, in addition to our
regular work sessions and monthly meetings. All
of these are posted on the Village calendar and the
budget sessions are open for the public to observe.
The Village Finance and Budget Committee (FBC),
made up of 5 Larchmont resident volunteers, will
work with the Board, Administrator and Treasurer to provide citizen oversight and advice as we
create the 2023 budget (budgets are named for
the year in which they end). Updates about budget
planning will be forthcoming.
The audit of the 2021 budget has been completed and, thanks to careful planning and management of expenses by the Board and Village
staff, we closed out the year in a fiscally sound
position. A summarized presentation of the Financial Statements was given to the Board by PKF
O’Connor Davies at our January 10 work session.
The complete Financial Statements for year-end
May 31, 2021 can be found on the Village website.
Reorganization Meeting: On December 6, we
held the Village’s Reorganization meeting. This is
the first meeting of the new legislative year and
is always held the first Monday of the month following an election. The purpose of the meeting is
to swear in newly elected officials, make appointments of public officers and volunteer committee
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members and other required “housekeeping” issues – my favorite being the annual designation of
the Larch Tree as the official tree of Larchmont.
The December meeting was busier than usual. I had the pleasure of swearing in our two newly
elected trustees, Dana Post and Brigid Brennan.
Both Brigid and Dana had been serving temporarily as appointed trustees - Larchmont is lucky to
have them both now serving two-year terms. Newly re-elected Justice Thea Beaver was sworn in for
her 6th term by Justice Bernstein.
In addition to our elected officials, I was happy to swear in Dan Calapai as Sargent of the LPD
and Chris McNerney as our new Police Chief.
Park Renovations: The Village’s Board and
Parks & Trees Committee is working with the
Flint Park Conservancy on their Flint Park renovation plan. We are in the final stages of design
review and should be greenlighting this capital
project soon. Thanks to all those involved in this
endeavor – there will be a lot of work ahead, but
it will be worth it once our amazing Flint Park
asset is renewed for another generation of Larchmonters to enjoy! There are also some small, but
important, projects that are being considered for
Turtle, Addison and Willow Parks.
Historic Preservation: After several years of
effort and study, the Historic Preservation Task
Force has presented the Board with draft historic
preservation legislation for Larchmont. This draft
is currently being reviewed by the Board – next
steps will be to present it to residents for discussion.
Downtown: The Board of Trustees is considering undertaking a study of the zoning code in the
RB and RC zones – these are the two retail zones
that comprise the downtown areas of Larchmont.
Several years ago we reviewed our residential zoning code and realized that it needed significant updates. We feel that it is important for us to now do
the same for our business district to ensure that
our zoning code is up to date.
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Renting Your Second Home
If you are among the many Americans who own
a second home that you occasionally use as a vacation
getaway, you may be leaving an important source of
income untapped. It’s worth taking the time to understand the value of renting the property. Before you
make any decision to become a “vacation landlord,”
remember that some decisions are worth careful
consideration.

Do-it-yourself or hire a team
First, consider how much of the burden you
want to take on for yourself. Renting a property may
create an income opportunity, but it requires work. If
you are going to do it yourself, you’ll need to advertise
the property, follow-up with potential renters, collect
the rent, establish expectations for your renters and
make sure the property is in good shape. You may
want to hire someone for housekeeping services, yard
care and maintenance work. But that comes at a cost
and it still leaves work for you.
The alternative is to use a full-service manage-

ment company that will handle many of the tasks
related to booking and managing the property. Taking this route may cost you as much as 20 percent or
more of the rental income generated by the property.
You have to determine if that investment is worthwhile for you.
Tax considerations to keep in mind
Another factor to consider is how much you
plan to use your vacation home. There are tax ramifications based on the amount of time you live in the
home versus the time you rent it out.
When you rent your home for 14 days or less in a
year, rental expenses are not deductible, and the rental income is excluded from your gross income.
If the property is rented for more than 14 days
during the year, rental expenses are generally deductible. However, if you use the home as a personal
residence for more than the greater of 14 days or 10
percent of the days it is rented during the year, then
deductions are limited to gross rental income. Cer-

Five Towns: One Book to Spark Dialogue
About How Racism Hurts All Americans
The Coalition for Understanding Racism through Education (CURE) in partnership with five local libraries and LMC Media
will host “Five Towns: One Book,” a series of
free events to spark dialogue among communities on the Sound Shore and beyond
about how the problem of racism stands in
the way of a more equitable and abundant
America for all.
Five Towns: One Book draws on the
New York Times best-seller The Sum Of Us:
What Racism Costs Everyone And How We
Can Prosper Together by Heather McGhee
and will feature five moderated chapter discussions
with experts and advocates, culminating in a conversation with Ms. McGhee herself on March 27 at 2pm. All
events are free and open to the public. Audience members will have the opportunity to ask Ms. McGhee and
other experts questions directly after each moderated
discussion. All events will take place virtually, with the
potential for an in-person component pending COVID
policy at each library.
An expert in economic and social policy and the
former president of the inequality-focused think tank
Demos, Ms. McGhee has drafted legislation, testified
before Congress, and contributed regularly to news
shows including NBC’s Meet the Press. She now chairs
the board of Color of Change, the nation’s largest online
racial justice organization. Ms. McGhee holds a BA in
American studies from Yale University and a JD from
the University of California, Berkeley, School of Law.
Ms. McGhee’s speciality is the American economy
and why it so often fails the American public. In The
Sum of Us, she explores how racism in US politics and
policymaking has become the common denominator
of our most vexing national problems, harming not
only people of color but white people as well. Ms. McGhee embarks on a deeply personal journey across the
country, tallying what we lose when we buy into the zero-sum paradigm—the idea that progress for some of us
must come at the expense of others. At the same time,
McGhee finds pervasive proof of what she calls the Solidarity Dividend: the benefits we gain when people come
together across race to accomplish what we simply can’t

do on our own.
The schedule of community conversations is:
Thursday, February 17th at 7pm-8:30
pm - Chapter 8, The Same Sky (Environmental Justice)
Sunday, February 27th at 2:30-4:00
pm - Chapter 10, The Solidarity Dividend
Wednesday, March 9th at 7pm-8:30 pm
Chapter 9, The Hidden Wound (The cost
of Whiteness)
Saturday, March 19th at 2pm-3:30
pm - Chapter 7, Living Apart (Housing
and Schools) Sunday, March 27th at 2pm-3:30pm with
Heather McGhee
Should COVID conditions and policies permit,
these events will be hybrid with both limited in-person
attendance and virtual participation; details to follow. To
register for the event with Ms. McGhee, or for one of the
four chapter conversations, go to: https://www.learnwithcure.com/events
The five libraries partnering with CURE are Harrison Public Library, Larchmont Public Library, Mamaroneck Public Library, New Rochelle Public Library, and
Rye Free Reading Room. In addition, twenty one other
libraries from the Westchester Library System and over
forty community organizations throughout Westchester County have committed to reading The Sum Of Us,
participate in one or more virtual events, and/or amplify the events via social media. In addition, the libraries
will use this toolkit to bring resources to their libraries
to promote racial healing and awareness. The toolkit
was created by the Kellogg Foundation’s Truth, Racial
Healing and Transformation Initiative discussed in Ms.
McGhee’s book.
This program is generously funded by the Westchester County Board of Legislators. Copies of The Sum
Of Us are available via local libraries and CURE recommends this local bookseller, Otilia Taylor-Tanner of The
Humble Bumble. Recording of any of these events is not
permitted. For more information on Ms. McGhee visit
https://heathermcghee.com
For more information,visit https://www.learnwithcure.com
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tain other rules may reduce or eliminate your ability
to claim rental deductions.
Keep in mind that state and local taxes may apply no matter what decision you make regarding the
period your home is rented out. It is best to consult
your tax advisor to understand all of the potential tax
ramifications of your rental strategy.
Be prepared to share
When you rent your vacation home, the space is
no longer just your own. Sharing your property with
others will undoubtedly lead to additional wear-andtear on your home. Make sure you limit the number
of guests at any one time to an amount the home
can reasonably accommodate. Spell out policies on
smoking, pets and even a minimum age. The clearer
your rules and expectations are for the renters, the
less likely you are to encounter unpleasant surprises
after renters have left the property. Do what you can
to make the experience a positive one for renters to
build repeat business and effective word-of-mouth
marketing.
When you choose to rent your vacation home,

you are entering the hospitality business. Be sure you
are prepared to meet the expectations of people who
will be paying to stay in your home rather than in a
hotel or other establishment. Careful thought before
renting will also ensure you are prepared for how the
changes will affect how and when you can use your
vacation home.
Ziyah Esbenshade,
CFP®, APMA®, CRPC®, is
a Private Wealth Advisor
and Senior Vice President
with Pell Wealth Partners, private wealth advisory practice of Ameriprise Financial Services,
LLC in Rye Brook, New
York. She specializes
in fee-based financial
planning and asset management strategies and has been in practice for 20
years. To contact her, visit pellwalthpartners.com, call
914.253.8800 or visit our office at 800 Westchester Avenue, Suite 300, Rye Brook, New York 10573.

Covid Testing and Vaccinations at Westchester County Center
continued from page 11

Appointments can be made at health.westchestergov.com
Direct links below:
Boosters:
https://apps2.health.ny.gov/
doh2/applinks/cdmspr/2/counties?OpID=D43B8BA69D2F0288E0530A6C7C15C3B9
Pediatric
Vaccinations:
https://apps2.
health.ny.gov/doh2/applinks/cdmspr/2/counties?OpID=D44B98D86E1F01B2E0530A6C7C15222D
Free testing is available at the Westchester
County Center in White Plains for symptomatic members of the community or those with a
known exposure to a confirmed positive case. The

CDC recommends being tested 5 to 7 days after an
exposure.
This testing is not for travel. Appointments
are required. Keep checking back, as appointments will be added every three days.
Link to Make a Testing Appointment: https://
app.squarespacescheduling.com/schedule.
php?owner=24841628&calendarID=6348560
Westchester County Covid-19 Dashboard can
be viewed here: https://arcg.is/10naWv0
Mobile Friendly Version of Westchester
County Covid-19 Dashboard can be viewed here:
https://arcg.is/qHDS9

Schumer and Gillibrand Announce
Funding to Help Law Enforcement
U.S. Senate Majority Leader
predators, reduce the backlog of
Chuck Schumer and U.S. SenaDNA evidence in forensic labs, and
tor Kirsten Gillibrand have anstrengthen support and outreach
nounced $6,109,353 in federal
for crime victims. I will continue
funding to combat criminal activito fight tooth and nail to ensure our
ty and fund family and drug courts
communities have all the resources
in New York State. The funding
needed to keep families safe.”
was awarded through the Depart“This federal funding is a critment of Justice and will be used
ical investment in our communito combat and respond to online
ties,” said Senator Gillibrand. “It will
child sexual abuse, conduct forendedicate resources to help local law
sic DNA analysis and reduce the
enforcement fight heinous crimes
backlog of forensic and database
including online child sexual abuse,
DNA samples in crime laboratosexual assault, and human traffickries, fight human trafficking, and
ing, and invests in vital services like
help establish and strengthen Senator Kirsten Gillibrand
family treatment and drug courts. I’ll confamily and drug courts throughtinue fighting to ensure that communities
out the state.
across New York have what they need to stay safe.”
“This federal funding will help communities
Westchester County will receive $290,569 for
from Nassau to Erie County identify perpetra- BJA FY 21 DNA Capacity Enhancement for Backlog
tors and achieve justice for victims,” said Senator
Reduction Program and reduce backlog of forensic
Schumer. “I am proud to deliver this investment
DNA samples at and increase capacity of the Westto help local law enforcement stop online child chester County laboratory.
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ArtsWestchester Wins Grant for 2023 Exhibition, “Crossing Borders”

ArtsWestchester has won a $40,000 grant
from the National Endowment for the Arts to commission new work for a 2023 exhibition.
“Crossing Borders: The Art of Memory and
Heritage” is a visual art exhibition featuring artists who identify as new or first-generation Americans, and whose works engage with and reflect on
the contemporary immigrant experience.
“This exhibition is a key initiative in our fiveyear equity, diversity, and inclusion strategic plan,
which includes increased collaboration with and
representation of Westchester’s diverse communities,” said ArtsWestchester CEO Janet Langsam.
“As Americans, we need to hear the voices and aspirations of newcomers to our country so we can
help them realize their hopes and dreams, as others did for us.”
Crossing Borders revisits the themes of a
2015 exhibition which was also made possible

with an NEA grant. The $40,000 NEA funds will
support the creation and presentation of new
works.
“We are profoundly thankful to the NEA for
its continuing support that allows us to celebrate
Westchester’s diverse community of artists,” said

Business Cards

$96. per issue. Prepaid only. Just mail us your Business Card and Full Payment and we’ll take care of the rest. Mail to:
Shoreline Publishing, 629 Fifth Ave., Suite 213, Pelham, N.Y. 10803

Langsam.
The commissioned artists
will use objects and their associations as vehicles, or grapple with
the complex history of portraiture
to unpack their cultural identities
and the act of remembering. The
artists will blend their everyday
experiences with their inherited
legacies to produce varied but impactful personal contemplations
on experiences that transcend a
singular ethnic or cultural group.

ArtsWestchester’s project is among 1,248
projects across the United States totaling $28.8
million that were selected for funding.
“The National Endowment for the Arts is
proud to support arts projects like this one from
ArtsWestchester that help support the community’s creative economy,” said NEA Acting Chair
Ann Eilers, who announced the awards. “ArtsWestchester in White Plains is among the arts
organizations nationwide that are using the arts
as a source of strength, a path to well-being, and
providing access and opportunity for people to
connect and find joy through the arts.”

Classified Ads

7 newspapers over 100,000 readers -- 1 price, prepaid $110.00 for 4 lines.
Ad runs in 7 papers for 1 month. Make check payable to:
Shoreline Publishing, Inc., 629 Fifth Avenue, Suite 213, Pelham, NY 10803

ANTIQUES • ART • COLLECTIBLES
Most cash paid for paintings, antiques, furniture, silver, sculpture, jewelry, books, cameras, records,
instruments, coins, watches, gold, comics, sports cards, etc. Please call Aaron at 914-235-0302.
CAREGIVER AVAILABLE
Certified HHA, mature, reliable, compassionate & hardworking lady w/10+ yrs exp. with Alzheimer’s,
Parkinson’s, diabetes, poststroke care etc., Seeks FT job as Caregiver. Excellent References. Call
914-602-7318.

Hillary G. Volper, LCSW

GRAVE PLOTS FOR SALE
Two grave plots in prime Y section of Sharon Gardens, asking best offer. Call 845-536-0237 for
details.

INDIVIDUAL PSYCHOTHERAPY
TELE-HEALTH AVAILABLE
HGVolper@aol.com www.HillaryVolper.com
914-980-7949
Larchmont, NY
New York City

TREE OF LIFE MUSIC THERAPY
Are you or an aging family member seeking joy and enrichment? Experiencing loneliness or memory
loss? Engage and relax through music during weekly sessions in your home or virtually. Songs from
the 40’s, 50’s, 60’s and more... Sing along or simply enjoy listening. Contact Josh at
914-391-2867.
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IRISH LADY NURSES AIDE AND COMPANION AVAILABLE
Irish lady located in the Bronxville/Lower Westchester area available as a Nurses Aide and Companion. Experienced with references available. Call Sharon Loane at 914-943-8231.

www.shorelinepub.com
Larchmont Ledger
www.larchmontledger.com
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www.harrisonherald.com
New Rochelle Review
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of interest no more than 500 words with .jpg photos for inclusion in Shoreline newspapers and websites. Email to: shorelineproduction@gmail.com
or Shoreline Publishing, 629 Fifth Avenue, Suite 213, Pelham, NY 10803.
Shoreline Publishing reserves the right to edit or omit any submissions.
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RIVER FRESH AWNING SERVICES
Mobile service that’s at your convenience. River Fresh Detailing offers a wide array of services from
Awning Cleaning, Pressure Wash, Driveways, Houses and many more. Tel: 914-573-9364
Email: riverfreshdetailing1@gmail.com Facebook and Instagram: riverfreshdetailing
GOTHAM CONSTRUCTION GROUP
Affordale family run business ready to work on a variety of interior & exterior projects including:
Kitchens, Bathrooms, Roofing, Basements, Decks, Driveways, Siding and Paint jobs. Please feel free
to contact us for a no obligation estimate. Andy @ 917-515-4282.
GRAVESITES AVAILABLE
Lincoln Park Jewish Center is offering cemetery gravesites available for sale in our designated
area at Cedar Park Cemetery, Paramus, NJ. For fees and details please email your inquiry at
lpjcoffice@optonline.net
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Woman’s Club Hosts an Armchair Visit to Ireland
Ireland is famed for its culture, poetry, drama, music, scenery and history.
Yes, it’s really as green as they say, and
this fabled island boasts everything from
lively cities like Dublin and Galway to
charming country villages as well as the
spectacular wide-open scenery of the
western lake district. On Friday, February 18, at 2:00pm, The Woman’s Club of
Larchmont, Inc. invites the public to a
presentation by Diane Munger Hechler
about Ireland.
Dublin rightfully stands as the
first city, and historic Trinity College, the Book
of Kells, and a lively pub culture are all wellknown attractions. This armchair visit will explore some great day trips from the capital, gradually moving west past Kilkenny and the rock of
Cashel, to beautiful Killarney in the Lake country. The famed Ring of Kerry will be included, as
well as the Dingle Peninsula and Kenmare, then
following the coastal path north to Galway and
exploring excursions to the Aran Islands and
iconic Connemara.
Diana Munger Hechler inherited a love of
travel from her parents while living in Italy as
a child. In 1999, she founded D. Tours Travel, a
boutique travel company specializing in international vacations and cruises. She has been
named to the top 25 Travel Agents List by Travel Agent Magazine. She has been very active in

community affairs in Larchmont for many years.
This free program will be held at the Larchmont Avenue Church, 60 Forest Park Ave., Larchmont at 2:00pm. A small donation is appreciated
to help support their philanthropic efforts.
Attendees should be fully vaccinated and
wear a mask. Note, due to the state of COVID-19
virus and government regulations, this program
may be changed to a Zoom presentation. Check
the website www.womanscluboflarchmont.org/
calendar/ for the most up-to-date information.
The Woman’s Club of Larchmont, Inc. supports civic and philanthropic organizations that
contribute to the betterment of the community.
The Club is open to both men and women. For
more information regarding The Club and membership, contact Sheelah Mohan sheelahevmohan@aol.com

Mayor Walsh Announces She Will Not Run for
Another Term
“It is with mixed emotions that I announce my decision not to
run for another term as Larchmont’s mayor this coming November
2022. The opportunity to serve as mayor has been an incredible experience – I have met and worked with many talented and dedicated volunteers and community members, been able to be of service to people in need and help guide the village through very challenging times,
and, I hope, made some positive and long-lasting improvements to
Larchmont’s government, infrastructure, business district and parks.
“That being said, at the end of this current term I will have served
on the Village Board for just shy of 12 years, 5 as a Trustee and 6+ years
as Mayor. It is time for me to move on and for someone else to take
the mantle of leadership. Although I will be sad when the time finally
comes to clean out my desk and say goodbye to my colleagues on the
Board and Village staff, for now my sleeves are rolled up for whatever
challenges the next 10 months bring. Thank you for your support over
the years. Stay well!,” Mayor Walsh announced on January 14, 2022.

Girl Scouts Win Tree Decorating, Give the Light of Love Contest
continued from page 1

attended by more than 60 girls in grades K-8. “Each ornament was
handcrafted with love by a Girl Scout,” commented Liz. “This activity
brought so much joy to all the girls, parents and troop leaders as well
as the community members who came out to enjoy the beautiful trees
and vote.”
Over 20 Girl Scouts helped with the actual decorating of the tree.
“It was a real Girl Scout Community effort,” commented Service Unit
Manager Pat Allen. “The girls really enjoyed knowing they were part of a
community that has helped our neighbors so much over the past year.”
The Girl Scouts would like to thank Larchmont Nurseries who
generously donated the trees, the Village of Larchmont and Larchmont
Chamber of Commerce, as well as Apiary and all of the other sponsors
who together created a wonderfully festive atmosphere in Larchmont
during the holiday season.
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The Mamaroneck Public Library Hosts
Zoom Programs
On Thursday, February 3 at 7pm, Alice’s Ordinary People discussion will take place via Zoom.
The program is Co-sponsored with Mt. Pleasant,
Scarsdale and Lewisboro Libraries
Alice’s Ordinary People is a documentary
DVD about Alice Tregay, a woman who refused to
stand still for injustice and brought others together
to change what was.
Under the leadership of Reverend Jackson, the
months that Alice and her “ordinary people” spent
picketing led to real change. But it was through her
Political Education class that Alice had her most
significant impact. Over a four year period, thousands were trained to work in independent political campaigns. This new force was integral to the
re-election of Ralph Metcalf to Congress (this time
as an independent democrat), to the election of
Harold Washington, mayor, and to making Barack
Obama, the first African American President.
Patrons are encouraged to watch the film
before the Zoom program on Kanopy, but the presentation can be enjoyed whether or not the participants have seen the film.
On February 9, The Friends of the Mamaroneck Library Memorial Fund, in honor of former
Presidents Fred Rosenberg and Ron Glick, will
present a talk by architects Dale Laurin, RA and
Anthony Romeo, AIA, discussing the Chrysler and
Empire State Buildings at 7pm on zoom. Register
at mamaronecklibrary.org/events for these events.
A free zoom event on February 17 at 7pm for
teens 16+ searching for Jobs will be presented by
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Marie Riffel and Phyllis Blake from WLS Career
Coaching Services. To register go to mamaronecklibrary.org/events
In addition, on February 17, The Beatles—
Fifty Years Later, a zoom program featuring Barry
Wiesenfeld will take place at 7pm. Call 834-2281 to
register or for more information.
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